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Brockley Society’s AGM
Breakspears Mews
Community Garden
Spring Open Day
Saturday 28 March
from 1:30 to 4pm

including Annual General Meeting 2 - 2.30pm
Come and enjoy the garden and find out how
to become involved
Access: Breakspears Mews,
Ashby Road, SE4 1UW
or rear of St Peter’s Court,
29-31 Wickham Road, SE4 1NE
breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk
Breakspears Mews Community Garden An
oasis of peace, quiet and togetherness

Brockley Society Open Meeting

Thursday 23 April, 7-9pm
Lewisham College, Lewisham Way SE4 1UT
Lewisham Borough of Culture 2021
Lewisham’s proud history of activism,
harnessing the power of art and culture
to make long-lasting social change along
with support from community groups,
arts organisations and residents led to
the bid’s success! Critical issues like
climate emergency and migration will
be at the programme’s heart. Lewisham
will receive £1.35 million to stage an
ambitious, year-long programme of
cultural events celebrating the wealth
of creative talent in the borough and
delivering lasting social change.
So what does this mean for Brockley?
Come and take part in an interactive evening
Hilly Fields Midsummer Fayre
Saturday 20 June 2020, 12 noon to 5pm
(see right)
Brockley Barbecue
Friday 3 July 2020, 7pm
Stone Circle on Hilly Fields
Breakspears Mews Community Garden
Open Day
Saturday 4 July, 12-4pm (?)
alongside Brockley Open Studios
Brockley Society Open Meeting
Wednesday 8 July, 7.30pm.
Venue tbc
Coordinated Front Garden Sale
(Ladywell and Brockley)
Saturday 12 and Sunday 13 September
Brockley Society AGM
Wednesday 11 November, 7.30pm.
Venue tbc

21st March to 5th April 2020
telegraphhillfestival.org.uk
St Peter’s, Wickham Road

Details of Easter Services will be on the
website: www.stpetersbrockley.org.uk

The AGM in November 2019 year was in
the comfy chairs and sofas in St Peter’s main
space. The speaker was Steve I Martin on
Black Historical Presence in Lewisham from
1593 onwards.
Steve Martin transmitted to the audience
of more than 50, how he has revelled in the
Archives at the Maritime
Museum in Greenwich, a
job he loved.
He is a writer & local
historian and has written
several books: ‘Britain’s
Slave Trade’ accompanied
a Channel 4 Film in 1999,
’Incomparable World’ is
a novel about 18th C exiles, and two books
for Children, ‘Jupiter Williams’ and ‘Jupiter
Amidships’, from 2007 and 2009.
We have all been travelling the globe for
centuries and millennia, and may have
forgotten that African people have lived in
London for centuries. Steve Martin’s archive
research has been an insight into lives, and
quirks of handwriting.
John Blanke was Musician and Trumpeter
for Henry VII and Henry VIII, and at the
birth of Catherine of Aragon’s son in 1511.
Other characters follow in each succeeding
century, including: Ignatius
Sancho
1729 – 1780, arrived aged 2 as an orphan.
From childhood he worked as a servant in
Greenwich. Later he composed music, wrote
plays and poetry, and set up a Grocer’s Shop
in Westminster, where he and his wife met
influential politicians, artists etc. After he
died, his letters were published, becoming a
best seller, helping the Abolitionist cause.
Olaudah Equiano c 1745 – 1797 was a slave,
arriving in London aged 12 from Nigeria,
and in Deptford in 1759. Aged 21 he had
paid for his freedom, then travelled widely,
working on ships. He also campaigned for
the Abolition of Slavery, and wrote his
widely translated Autobiography.
Steve Martin’s calm talk showed just a
few drawings of the people he had followed
up, and we were left sharing his infectious
enthusiasm.
Juliet Johnson
Brockley Max, 29 May
to 6 June 2020
Brockley Max festival is
under threat this year!
An annual fixture for
the past 18 years, the festival had 30%
of its funding cut so now we are on a
Crowdfunding mission to help raise the
funds to keep the festival going this year.
You can donate on Gofundme, search
for Brockley Max. We are also running a
series of events including a funk and soul
night at the Fox and Firkin on 6th March.
If you’ve ever been to any of the
Brockley Max events you know the fun
that can be had, so why not help us out
and donate, and spread the word!
www.brockleymax.co.uk/news.

Air Quality action
The start of the year has seen a flurry of
air quality action by Brockley residents. In
January Myatt Garden school launched three

banners to discourage the practice of idling
— keeping the engine of a vehicle running
while stationary near the school.
Local families took to busy Lewisham Way
by the War Memorial on Monday morning,
27 January, to highlight their concerns about
air quality. Several days earlier the borough
was subject to an air quality alert by air
monitoring company CERC via the Airtext
app. An alert of this type means people
with asthma or other lung conditions can be
advised to stay indoors or to avoid strenuous
activity outside.
The group is planning weekly ten-minute
demonstrations at 9am at the same location.
They welcome everyone who cares about
better air quality to join in.

Hilly Fields Midsummer Fayre
20 June 2020, 12 noon to 5pm

This is the largest community event in wider
Brockley, now in its 46th year! It makes a
powerful contribution to Lewisham as
London Borough of Culture in 2021. Bring
friends and family to this much-loved

‘village fair’ in the heart of London with
stalls, children’s rides, farm animals, crafts,
refreshments, arena entertainments, dog
show, competitions and more.
Further details and application forms
will be available on the Brockley Society
website:
www.brockleysociety.org.uk
Catering stalls: 1 March 2020, General
stalls: 1 April 2020
Stewards and marshalls! Volunteers run
the fayre. We need more marshalls when
stallholders arrive and leave: decisive men
and women, young and old. Please step
forward or the fayre cannot function.
chair@brockleysociety.org.uk

Stretchers recycled for railings
The use of WW2 ‘Blitz’ stretchers for railings
was a thoughtful re-use by the London
County Council as replacements for the
cast iron railings taken from street blocks

of dwellings as part of the war effort. The
best local example is at Carrington House
(now Mereton Mansions) in Brookmill
Road and which is adjacent to Sylva
Cottages - see the following link: http://www.
olddeptfordhistory.com/2012/02/carringtonhouse-mill-lane-deptford.html
Extract from Carrington Morning - A Story
by Philip Dodd
http://www.domesticatedbohemian.com:
‘The sky was blue, with the sort of white
clouds that make you feel the day is full of

Friends of Brockley and
Ladywell Cemeteries
Sunday 26th April 2pm - 3.30pm
Nature walk of Brockley & Ladywell
Cemeteries with Tom Moulton and Peter
Robinson. Meet at the Ladywell Road gate.
Saturday 9th May 2.30pm - 4.30pm.
VE themed walk led by Mike Guilfoyle who
will also be launching his Third Guide to
Thirty Illustrious Deceased in Brockley and
Ladywell Cemeteries. Meet at the Ladywell
Cross of Sacrifice.
Saturday 30th May 2.30pm - 4.30pm.
Tour of the Cemeteries led by Jeff Hart
to tie in with Brockley Max. Meet at the
Ladywell Road gate.

President: Gillian Heywood, MBE
www.brockleysociety.org.uk @broc_soc
Chair..................................................... 020 8692 3829
chair@brockleysociety.org.uk
Fayre.................. fayre@brockleysociety.org.uk
Newsletter...... news@brockleysociety.org.uk
Planning & conservation...........................................
planning@brockleysociety.org.uk
Planners, architects and others with conservation
knowledge or interest are welcome to join our planning
and conservation group. See planning email above.

Trees......................info@streettreesforliving.org
Breakspears Mews Community Garden........
breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk

Join our occasional email circulation
about Brockley Society and local events:
email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk

Everyone living in the Brockley
Conservation area is automatically
a member of the Brockley Society.
Brockley Society welcomes all.
Newsletter copy deadlines:
1 February, 1 May, 1 October
Email to news@brockleysociety.org.uk
Advertising rates - back page

possibilities. They were the whitest, cleanest
thing likely to hit Deptford today. Danny
leaned back on the fence that topped the
short wall outside the building. It had had
always seemed appropriate that when they
repaired the fencing after the war, they had
used old metal stretchers that had come
back from carrying the wounded across the
sea. Now they were here outside Carrington.
Fulfilling a similar function, giving support
to the wounded. The thought made him
smile to himself. The criss crossing wire in the
middle of the fence was a good support for
his back. He tensed his buttocks and let the
fence take his weight as he rested against it.
The pain down his leg subsided’.
The campaign to save the stretcher railings
has been ongoing for some while and is run
by the Stretcher Railing Society!...see the
following link: https://www.standard.co.uk/
news/london/campaign-launched-to-savesouth-londons-stretcher-fences-once-used-tocarry-wounded-civilians-in-the-a3609751.html
The pity is that there is no equivalent society
to rescue the cast iron railings taken in WW2
as these were never used as intended - they
were abandoned in the Solent!
CJ

Self-Build housing project
Lewisham Mayor Damien Egan has officially
signed the lease on a plot of land in Church
Grove Ladywell to accommodate London’s
largest community-led affordable self-build
housing project.
To commemorate the deal a time capsule
was buried next to the new Community
Hub building constructed by more than 90
RUSS volunteers over the last six months.

L to r: Anurag Verma, chair of RUSS, the
local community land trust behind the project,
Cabinet Member for Housing Paul Bell, and
Lewisham Mayor Damien Egan
Later this year RUSS, the local community
land trust behind the project, expects to start
building 33 homes on the one-acre site, to
include a range of homes from one to fourbedroom properties. Cost of the homes
will be lower than equivalent properties
as RUSS has worked in partnership with
Lewisham Council on a 250 year lease, held
in a Community Land Trust, and homes
designed so they are simple and cost effective
to build, with some construction work by
residents themselves.

Mayor visits Brockley
Local groups were able to show
Lewisham’Mayor Damien Egan important
features of Brockley Ward on 24 January. Our
three conservation areas (Brockley, St John’s
and Brookmill Road) were mentioned. The
walking tour began at the Leander Centre,
with an introduction from Street Trees for
Living, visited Heston Community Garden,
passed Deptford Railway Meadow, Friendly

Hilly Fields (Intimate//Shitashii//)

Want to go for a walk?
Where?
There is a park up on a hill.
Is it big?
Bigger than it looks.
Why is that?
Well, at first you just go up on the road on
the hill. You know, when you are on a run
and you keep following the path even if it’s
a hill?
Ah, I see, a hilly path.
At first. But then when you want to cool
down, there is a different path. There are
woods and flowers. You can even hear a
robin or a mistle thrush.
So let us go then. We won’t run so we can go
on that path.
I see. I hear it now. Is that a robin? These
trees are changing colour.
Yes, where did the summer go?
What are those stones over there? They are
in a circle!
It is a stone circle. They put them there some
decades ago.
Let’s go there!
Okay, but let’s pause here first. See that over
there? There is Lewisham.
Ugh, those tall new buildings. But there I see
the steeple of the church and on this side is the
city. Do they leave the lights on all the time?
I suppose they do.
Here we are! I am going to try and climb these
stones.
Let’s lie down here for a bit.
Wow, you can even see Crystal Palace from up
here.
Not bad for a view.
The sunset is...
Yes.
Was it always this beautiful?
Yes.
I forgot.
Yes.
Those houses look cozy. Look, they are sitting
down to dinner.
Imagine what they look like on Christmas.
Well, that’s just a day. So you come here a
lot?
All the time.
Winter? When it rains? At night?
Those times are the best. Sometimes it snows
and the kids try and go down the hill with their
wooden sleds. When it rains, not many come
so it is quiet. At night, sometimes you can see
shooting stars.
We will have to come back. You...you really
love it don’t you?
Can one love a place?You know it very well.
And it knows you. Nothing exists at this
moment but here.
Not even you?
Well, maybe me. But more the place.
You are silly. But if I had to humour you...
you will be gone. This place will be here.
You might be gone too, you know.
I know.
But Hilly Fields will be here.
Yes. Always.
Sneha Nagesh -- September 27, 2019

Gardens and Lucas Vale School, visited The
Arthouse and Luxmore Gardens, passed
Myatt Garden School and the Wickham
Arms, walked through Ashby Mews and
on to visit Breakspears Mews Community
Garden. The final stretch passed St Peter’s
Church on the way to the vibrant hub at
Brockley Station. This was an opportunity
to raise problems, point out landmarks, and
highlight the ward’s strengths and beauty.

Friends of Hilly Fields: birds, trees, volunteers
Bird Champions
The Bird Champion scheme has been running
at Hilly Fields since 2007. The list of bird
species seen in that time has now reached 51.
The latest was a Hobby, an impressive
bird of prey seen in the north field last
September. The Hobby’s scientific name is
Falco Subbuteo from which the name of a
well-known indoor football game derives. Its
inventor was a bird lover!
In January, the annual Big Birdwatch event
was held on Hilly Fields with a guided walk
during which 24 species were recorded.
These included a pair of Nuthatches and 15
Redwing. The full list can be found on the
Hilly Fields Birdwatch blog. http://hillyfields.
blogspot.com/
Our next official event will be the Dawn
Chorus on Thursday 2nd April at 6am. Meet
by the café.

Sunday evenings 6.45 March – April

Planting Snowdrops and winter aconites in the
orchard, January 2020

Tree Planting, 30th November 2019

Week. Following a successful application for
tree saplings from the Woodland Trust, we
extended the band of trees along the Cliffview
Boundary. Though it may look a little
unimpressive now, we have planted an avenue
of wild cherry and apple, a ring of rowans and
groups of field maples, hazels and oaks. We
will interplant the boundary hedge this spring.
Further volunteering sessions have seen
more weeding and planting at the Vicars
Hill top entrance, planting bulbs in the
orchard and weeding the WWI meadow
in preparation for sowing with cornflower
and poppy seeds funded by the Ladywell
Councillors’ Discretionary Fund. We will be
working with a local Ladywell school to sow
these in March.
If you weren’t able to help plant the trees,
they still need you: to give the tree saplings
the best start in life, they need watering and
competitive grasses need to be kept away
from their roots. We are looking for people
to adopt a tree so that they can be regularly
watered throughout the growing season.

Francis Drake Bowls
Club News

Locally listed
historical buildings

Regular visitors to Hilly Fields will have
noticed works taking place during December
and January at our green at the Hilly Fields
Crescent entrance to the park. These were
the first part of a major refurbishment of
the green in which the ditches were replaced.
The new ones are made of L-shaped concrete
formers covered with astroturf which will
greatly improve the look of the green and
their uniform depth will make retrieval of
bowls much safer. We expect all the planned
improvements to be completed in time for the
opening of the new season in April.
If you would like further information on
these or on our Club in general, please visit
www.francisdrakebowlsclub.org

Lewisham is home to over 500 listed heritage
buildings — but needs greater powers
to protect them from developers. These
buildings are locally listed by the council,
and are less protected than on the statutory
Listed Buildings list.
Alongside local community societies and
national campaign groups, Mayor Damien
Egan has written to Government to ask for
new laws to protect our beautiful historic
buildings.
At present national planning legislation
limits local authorities’ ability to protect
heritage assets if a developer owns a building
of local historical significance and wants to
demolish it.
Fin out more about Lewisham’s Locally
Listed Buildings on the recently updated list:
https://lewisham.gov.uk/myservices/
planning/conservation/locally-listedbuildingscontact/ 020 7252 8271

National Tree Week
On a misty November morning , the Friends
of Hilly Fields took part in National Tree

Breakspears
Mews Community
Garden

Our popular Senior Gardening Club starts
Thursday 7 May 2020
and will run for 8 weeks every
Thursday from 10am to 12.30pm
Come to some sessions or all
Everyone is welcome, no gardening
experience required and no need to book.
Please wear appropriate footwear, as it
might be muddy and slippery and bring
some protection for your hands, if you can.
We will provide gardening tools, seeds, tea,
coffee and biscuits.
In case of heavy rain the session will
be cancelled.
breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk
or Elisabetta 07790 642781

Brookmill Park pub talks

Number 57 Loampit Hill
The contract with L’Oculto has sadly come
to an end. It’s been an absolute pleasure to
have them here and we have become very
good friends but it’s an opportunity to get
back to the original vision of Number 57 as a
‘Creative Space’ and part of the local creative
community again.
Over the next few months spaces will
become available for local Makers to rent,
this will also include a retail area for the
makers in residence.
Any makers should contact us at:
57handmade@gmail.com for more info.
Mary McGeown

Come along to hear topics of local and
wider interest programmed by Friends of
Brookmill Park, kindly hosted by
The Brookmill Pub, 65 Cranbrook Road,
London SE8 4EJ
£5 pay on the door
Proceeds to Park Activities for the public
Talks audio-recorded for those unable to
access the upstairs room.
Full details: brookmillpark.deptfordcreek.net
or friendsofbrookmillpark@gmail.com
March 8
Healthy trees matter: keeping today’s
woodlands resilient for tomorrow.
Richard Pearce, Forestry Commission,
will talk about the importance of trees
and woodland in the South East, about
threats of pests and diseases and what we
can do to keep our trees safe.
March 22
Flood risk and mitigation in the tidal
thames and its tributaries
Hear from the Environment Agency how
it models flood risk in the Thames Tidal
Basin, assesses existing defences and takes
account of the impacts of climate change.
Speaker to be confirmed.
April 5
The traffic problem: who are roads for and
why will we never solve congestion?
David Rooney, historian of time, cities,
technology and engineering, questions
conventional wisdom on urban mobility
and tells a powerful new account of how
our cities work and why traffic is such a
problem.
April 26
Powering communities through local
energy generation
Repowering London’s Agamemnon
Otero MBE will speak about enabling
communities to harness their own
potential to generate energy from a range
of sustainable sources, saving money and
reducing CO2 emissions.

Abusing park verges

Parking on the grass at the edge of Hilly
Fields is both an offence and very annoying
for other park users. Please stop before
officials take punitive action.

Fabric launch
Fabric is an experiment in female creativity
with its current laboratory a magazine. This
year for International Women’s Day, Fabric
is celebrating the women of Brockley and
all the wonderful things they do and say
and think and make! You’re invited to the
magazine launch at Lewisham Arthouse,
Friday 6 March, 7-9pm. Profits will go to the
Marsha Phoenix Memorial Trust and to the
Brockley Max crowdfunder.
More info: instagram.com/fabricthemagazine

‘Unlikely’ Brockley hero celebrated
Herts Hash Harriers organised a joint run
in memory of their Brockley-born hero, ASI
Gispert, on Sunday 9 February, starting at
Brockley Brewery, and ending near his Family

Memorial in the Brockley and Ladywell
Cemetery. They hoped to lay a wreath, but
Storm Ciara meant the cemetery was closed
for safety. The Hashers are keen to get his
birthplace recognised with a plaque erected
in his memory. Who was this Brockley hero,
described as ‘an inspiration to thousands
around the world’?
Alberto
Esteban
(Stephen)
Ignacio
Gispert 1903–1942 was
born in 80 Breakspears
Road,on 31 July 1903 to
Arthuro and Remedeos
Gispert y de Puiguriguer,
a large Catalan Spanish
family who had moved
to Brockley in late 1891
or 1892. Alberto was the youngest of seven
children. The Gisperts maintained the house
in Breakspears Road and at least one other
in Barcelona. The household language was
Spanish; his mother spoke no English at all.
Alberto attended
the
Roman
Catholic
St
Joseph’s Academy
in
Blackheath
where he probably
learned the basics
of a Hare and
Hounds
‘paperchase’, a common
sport in English schools at that time. Paperchases were set by a ‘Hare’ who ran off ahead
of a pursuing pack made up of the rest of
the students. Scraps of paper were thrown
along the way to mark a route for the others
to follow, these often resulted in crossing
commons, parks, rivers and farm land,
including getting through hedgerows and
clambering other obstacles.
Gispert became a Chartered Accountant

in 1928, and was sent overseas to Kuala
Lumpur. In 1937 he married and also
reacquired a taste for the paper chase with
the Springgit Harriers in Malacca (an area of
South-western Malaya). Other Harrier Clubs
existed in south-east Asia at the time.
In 1938 he joined the part-time militia,
the Selangor Battalion of the Federated
Malay States Volunteers. He gathered fellow
expatriates to become Hash House Harriers.
Their aim was to promote physical fitness,
get rid of weekend hangovers, acquire a good
thirst and to satisfy it in beer, and to persuade
older members that they were not as old as
they felt. The Charter is still adhered to today
by many of the modern Hash House Harriers
Kennels around the world.
Young Alberto was described as a ‘perfect
English Gentleman’, with ‘no pretensions to
athletic prowess, being short, rather rotund,
and a bon viveur, great sense of fun, and
humour, but underneath noble instincts’.
With his wife and son safely back in
England, when the Japanese invaded Malaya
in December 1941, ASI Gispert was seconded
as a second Lieutenant in the Argyll &
Sutherland Highlander regiment and sent
to defend Singapore. He was killed on the
11th February 1942. He is most likely buried
in Singapore’s Kranji War Cemetery in a
grave marked ‘All Unknown Soldiers’ but his
name is engraved on a memorial stone at the
Cemetery. There is also a dedication to him
on the Family Memorial in Brockley section
of the Brockley and Ladywell Cemetery
After the war, the Kuala Lumpur Hash
House Harriers were re-established, and
many active Hashes were formed in other
countries, reaching 1,700 by 1999 in 180
countries around the world. Thousands of
these local Kennels worldwide stage a special
Gispert Memorial Run on the anniversary of
his death.
In Brockley in February 2017 a Joint Hash
with Herts H3, London H3, MASH H3 and
the First UK Full Moon Hash ran from the
Brockley Barge, which he would have known
as the Breakspeare Arms, to pay homage to
their founder and mark the 75th anniversary
of his death: around 90 Hashers ran via 80
Breakspears Road, through Hilly Fields,
Ladywell Fields, Blythe Hill Fields and
concluded by laying a wreath in Brockley and
Ladywell Cemetery.
Gispert’s life was cut short, but he has given
the world this Hash fun-running camaraderie,
a legacy that is far greater than any epitaph.
Steve ‘Mr X’ Beeching,
Herts Hash House Harriers

Heathrow Third Runway

Music Room

Parliament has voted in favour of a third
runway at Heathrow, but the government is
keeping their options open. Costs of road
and rail schemes will cost anything from £5
to £15 billion, which the government may
refuse to pay and Heathrow may not have the
money. The spiralling costs of HS2 are not a
good omen.
A public enquiry will follow later in the
year, with the final decision later in 2021.
Brockley is directly under the Heathrow
flight path for much of the time. Some
people are in despair about the noise over
their heads. Brockley Society is a member of
HACAN, the organisation which campaigns
for a significant reduction in noise for all
communities impacted by Heathrow. Air
pollution is also a powerful issue.

Gordon Gapper has run music rehearsal
space in New Cross for 35 years and bought
the building from Lewisham Council -- it was
a former library. They offer rehearsal space,
equipment hire and repair and a small shop
and events work.They previously worked
a lot at Peoples Day and other Lewisham
events. An outside café space will be linked
to the new flats behind; they are acquiring a
café bar area inside and in a courtyard. They
want to put on comedy and acoustic music
gigs and open more to the local community.
They would love to be considered when
people are looking for equipment for events
stage, audio etc. and also hire of instruments.
https://www.musicroomlondon.com/
contact/ 020 7252 8271

116-118 New Cross Road, SE14 5BA

AGM elections
Management Committee: Clare Cowen
(Chair), Richard Freeston (Vice chair),
Charlotte Knowland (Secretary), Els van
Leeuwen (Treasurer). Committee members:
Lorna Jackson, Elisabetta Fumagalli,
Alison Basa, Cat Mansuy, Chris Johnson,
Mel Loveday, Emily Holzhausen, Gillian
Heywood (President, ex-officio)
Planning Committee: Chris Johnson
(Chair), Clare Cowen, Carol Hooper,
Jens Cole, Joe Marenghi, Lorna Jackson,
Roger Williams, Rhymer Rigby, Harriet
Saddington, Verity Rowsell, Neel Acharya,
Julia Rowntree, Mel Mason, Melanie
Loveday. Corresponding Members: Noel
& Jenny Varney, Cat Mansuy, Diego Core,
Gill Heywood (ex officio), Sara Corrin,
Alessandra Maiolino.
Communications and Admin: Debbi Powton,
Lorna Jackson
Fayre: Alison Basa, Mel Loveday, Nancy
Secchi, Kara Sims, Rosie Morle, Fran
Brackley
Archive / Brockley Voices: Richard Freeston,
Jacqueline Grant, Tony McCartney
Mid Winter Warmer: Charlotte Knowland,
Cat Mansuy, Helen Hines

MidWinter Warmer 2020
I believe that this year’s
MidWinter Warmer was a great
success. Firstly, we had a story
from Professor Jones which
everyone seemed to enjoy. It also
nicely introduced the band to everyone.
I have been coming to the winter warmer for
the past couple of years now and other than the
choir there had not been a live band performance
before. They were great and everyone seemed to
enjoy (and know) all the songs they sang.
There was an excellent selection of cakes and
biscuits as well as tea and coffee for everyone. We
then had a few speakers such as Barry Coppock
from the Stroke Association, Yvonne from

Positive Ageing and Bridget from Lewisham
Pensioner’s Forum, who spoke about the events
they run.
Afterwards, we had songs from Chris Bond
and the Seniors choir. As always, they were
great and everyone seemed to really enjoy
their performance. Finally, it was the moment
everyone had been waiting for, the raffle. This
time the raffle was done slightly differently and
everyone had to answer the questions to claim
their prizes. There was definitely a good selection
of things to be won.
I am doing my Duke of Edinburgh this
year so I decided to come today as part of my
volunteering. This was definitely a good choice
as it was fun and a great way to spend the
afternoon. I am excited to see what next year
holds for the winter warmer and I hope it lives
up to this year’s success.
Many thanks to the Co-Op for sponsoring
the event and to the Deptford Rotary Club as
well as the brilliant team that made it all happen
during the day.
Rose

Migration Museum
moves to Lewisham
The Migration Museum opened its doors
to the public at our new venue in Lewisham
Shopping Centre on 14 February. Our vision
is to create a society that feels connected
to and owns our shared migration story as
an essential part of British history. Read
personal stories at www.migrationmuseum.
org and visit the museum: its entrance is on
Central Square, in the heart of the shopping
centre (opposite Starbucks and next door to
TK Maxx)
The Berlin Wall stood for 28 years, a
physical and metaphorical barrier between
Eastern and Western Europe, a division
between cultures and political systems, the
embodiment of the enforced separation of
a people. It is a monument to living history

More information:l 020 8691 5911 or rlong@marshaphoenix.org.
Tickets: http://bit.do/MarshaPhoenixComedy

Phone box library - Letter Lewisham 1968
under water
We would like to thank the volunteers who
run the book-swap phone box as this has
been an invaluable resource for the school
library we work in nearby.
We have up to 16 year olds at our school so
adult books are relevant. Because we are the
librarians people often give us books and any
that are unsuitable or age inappropriate we
put into the phone box, and we’ve had some
fabulous Young Adult fiction out in return,
plus some classics.
We’re so glad it’s there and feel very grateful
to those who run it.
Ms Currie and Ms Mathews, Librarians,
Prendergast Vale School.
— The phone box library, at the bottom of
Tyrwhitt Road, has only grown-up books.
One of the two ‘phone-box librarians’
comments: ‘Many people besides us take
care of the library, tidying and stacking
books. There is a big turnover of varied and
interesting books. It is well valued.’ A book
club based on the phone box has also been
established — details are promoted within
the box.
— Children’s books are in the phone box
library at the bottom of Wickham Road. The
Breakspears Road phone box will soon have
a defibrillator installed.

Central Lewisham resembled recent flood
scenes in Wales and Yorkshire. https://
qwag.org.uk/remembering-lewishams-1968floods-and-lessons-50-years-on/
Yet politicians, engineers and authorities
persisted encasing rivers in unnatural
concrete. Since 1990 Quaggy Waterways
Action Group (QWAG) worked to show the
best way to avoid flooding: allow rivers with
natural beds and banks to absorb water –
like a sponge – and release it slowly as flood
waters subside.
So south east London now has proven
examples of restored rivers: flowing above
ground, the Quaggy River aided flood
prevention during Storms Ciara and Dennis
in Sutcliffe Park and Chinbrook Meadows in
Grove Park.
The River Ravensbourne, diverted to
meander through Ladywell Fields and
broken out of concrete in Cornmill Gardens,
central Lewisham, helps soak up excess
water. The Weigall Road flood storage
scheme stores floodwater after heavy rain
when the Quaggy is in spate.

and is still relevant to our lives today.
This work, drawn directly onto two pieces
of the Berlin Wall by artists STIK and
Thierry Noir, sends a powerful message
about how we as individuals can maintain
connections across borders, walls and
barriers. Walls can be built to keep people in
or out but eventually walls are pulled down
by the power of the people.
These figures represent everything we do at
the Migration Museum: providing a space
for dialogue and reflection across divides and
for finding what we have in common. They
are guardians ‘protecting’ our space and
act as a symbol of friendship to all without
exception.
Migration Museum Lewisham Shopping
Centre (Entrance in Central Square), SE13
7HB Exhibitions open Wednesdays–Sundays,
11am–5pm Admission: Free

Open house
trampoline bounce
Do you have a trampoline in your garden?
Would you be interested in taking part in a
Brockley Trampoline bounce this coming
summer, where children and adults are able
to go from house to house and have fun on
trampolines in the area? If yes, or you would
like to get involved with organising, please
email: Indigo_puma@yahoo.co.uk

Single parent
support group
A new local Single Parent Support Group
will be meeting at NXL (New Cross Library).
If you are a Single Parent and would like
to find out how the group could be helpful
to you, or if you would like to get involved,
please contact sallyd140@gmail.com

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Before you start making decisions on any changes to your property,
we strongly advise you to look at the Council’s guidelines at: www.
lewisham.gov.uk. Click through myservices / Planning/ Conservation
and urban design / Conservation areas / Brockley. The Brockley
Conservation Area Supplementary Planning Document describes
what building modifications will be allowed. Under the Article 4
direction external changes visible from public viewpoints require
Undecided
38 A & B Breakspears Road SE4 Configuration
of existing flats at, together with the alterations
to form a entrance door with canopy, brick steps
down to the lower ground level, installation of
replacement windows and new doors.
22a Tressillian Road, SE4 Replacement timber
double glazed windows at ground floor level at
rear.
3 Wickham Road (rear of) Retrospective planning
permission for the change of use of garages from
ancillary residential storage (Use Class C3) to
commercial storage (class B8).
108 Manor Avenue (rear of) Lawful Development
Certificate (existing Development) in respect of
the commencement of development for a two
storey mixed-use building on land to the rear of
108 Manor Avenue fronting Ashby Mews
72 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 Certificate Of lawfulness
(proposed) for a single storey garden room in the
rear garden.
19 Wickham Mews Prior approval for change of
use from light industrial (B1c) to residential (C3)
– one bed house.
44 Cranfield Road Single storey rear extension,
replacement of brick work on existing first floor
extension.
Garden Flat 162 Lewisham Way SE4 Listed
Building Consent for the replacement of a
window with French doors, removal of door and
installation of window and a new skylight in the
flat roof at the rear.
59 Tressillian Road SE4 The installation of a
replacement front door.
Granted
11 A-B Upper Brockley Road, SE4 Installation of

planning permission (doors, windows, roof, driveways, gates, walls,
fences, painting the exterior).

You can view planning applications in the Planning section of the
website, and then select ‘Search and comment …’ You must log in to make
a comment supporting or objecting to an application.
To get involved in preserving the character of Brockley or for further
guidance on planning issues, contact planning@brockleysociety.org.uk

replacement timber windows on front elevation
and uPVC windows on rear elevation together
with the installation of replacement doors.
Flats A & B 6 Manor Avenue SE4 Replacement
double glazed timber windows and entrance door
in the front elevation at, together with uPVC
windows and door in the rear elevation.
27A Manor Avenue SE4 Demolition of the existing
building in the rear garden at and the construction
of detached single storey ancillary building.
Ground floor flat 49 Wickham Road SE4
Alterations to the rear and side elevations including
installation of replacement larger bi-fold doors to
the rear, new rooflight to the existing extension
and one replacement and one new timber window
to both side elevations.
Retrospective application for the replacement of
existing roof coverings with natural slate and the
installation of one replacement rooflight on the
rear roof slope at 10 Avon Road, SE4
51B Breakspears Road SE4 (retrospective) The
installation of replacement windows in the front
and rear elevations.
187 Brockley Road SE4 Conversion of storage
space at the first floor of the rear outbuilding to
a cinema room incidental to the use of first floor
flat, together with the installation of internal
courtyard covering.
62 Manor Avenue SE4 The construction of a single
storey side extension to replace the existing garage
to the side.
72 Manor Avenue SE4 Construction of an
additional storey to the building.
Flat 3 42 Cranfield Road, SE4 Replacement double
glazed, timber framed windows.
6 Glensdale Road SE4 Three replacement timber
double glazed sash windows at first floor level

(front).
Flat 5 64 Wickham Road SE4 Replacement double
glazed timber sash windows to the first floor of the
front and side.
Refused
54 Tressillian Road SE4 Construction of a new
external staircase and fire escape door and timber
screening to the front of
16 Manor Avenue SE4 Retrospective planning
permission to raise the ridge line by 150mm at,
together with the installation of conservation roof
lights in the front roof slope.
65 Tressillian Road SE4 Construction of a groundfloor side and rear extension, together with new
gated cycle and bin store.
14 Geoffrey Road SE4 The construction of a
first floor extension to the side of, together with
insertion of access stairs and door to the front
elevation of the lower ground floor.
Trees
Syringa House Wickham Road (front) Height
reduction by 4m from 23m to 19m to appropriate
prune points for clear line of sight between two
roof top telecom masts
93B Upper Brockley Road (front) Ash/Robinia Cut
surface roots to relay the uneven paving stones
caused by root growth.
St Peters Vicarage Wickham Road Work on
multiple trees some prune, some fell.
81A Wickham Road (front) Lime tree, crown thin,
crown lift.
12 Drake Road (front) Cherry Tree. Reduce height
and prune
11 Manor Avenue (rear) Prune bay tree, remove
one stem.

Ward Boundary Review
In
the
November
newsletter we reported
on the proposed changes
to Lewisham’s ward
boundaries. Brockley
Society and others made
submissions to the Local
Government Boundary Commission (LGBC)
who published their Draft Recommendations
on 17 December 2019 and recommended that:
 Lewisham should retain its current number
of councillors at 54 but in 16 three
councillor wards and 3 two council or
wards in contrast to its current warding
pattern of 18 wards each with 3 councillors
 each councillor should represent an average
of 3,800 people versus 3,600 currently
 in response to strong local community
evidence presented especially in the cases
of Ladywell and Brockley that they should
be retained as separate wards (see map
above)
The Commission rejected LBL’s proposal of
11 September 2019 for a combined ‘Ladywell
Brockley Ward’ and expressly noted that:
‘Our three councill or Brockley Ward is based
on the existing boundaries with the addition
of a number of roads north of Comerford
Road to reflect local evidence provided in
some of the submissions, including Brockley
Society and other organisations, that these
streets belonged in a Brockley Ward.’
Stage 2 Consultation
At Brockley Assembly on 15 February
Cllr Penfold confirmed LBL’s current

recommendations for Brockley Ward, to
be put to a Full Council meeting on 26
February::
 unifying the Tanner’s Hill area within
Brockley
 transferring the Comerford Road area to
Ladywell
 keeping the status quo for Tyrwhitt Road
(split)
Brockley Society accepts these changes
but wishes to see the anomaly of the split
in representation of Tyrwhitt Road to be

resolved by moving the Brockley/Ladywell
ward boundary back eastwards to its old
parliamentary position along White Post
Lane. This would reduce representational
differences and would offer greater unity
with other boundaries at this position for the
SE4 Postal Area, the Brockley Conservation
Area, St Peter’s Parish and the adjacent cliff.
Comments to LGBC due by 02 March. The
Commission’s final recommendations: 30
June 2020.
CJ

Small 1st floor bedsit available for
single older person (60+) in sheltered
accommodation with live-in housekeeper around
the corner from Hilly Fields. Rent £195 pw
includes 2 meals per day, utilities, internet, Council
tax,TV licence and use of laundrette. Depending
on eligibility, Housing Benefit may pay up to £153
per week. Contact Peggy Stone on 07900 898
212 or abbeyfield-deptford@abbeyfield.com

TOWN AND COUNTRY ROOFING
92 Shell Road,
Lewisham, SE13 7DF
Office No. 020 8691 9475
Mobile: 07956 266 276
Email: townandcountryroofing@
yahoo.co.uk

Babysitter

Mature 17 year old
(studying at the Brit School)
offers babysitting with arts
and crafts play.
References, 1st aider

Beth 07712 735537

SE Décor
Painter and Decorator
30 years experience
references available
call for a quote
Edward 07866 249270

Local Painter &
Decorator
Lining/Decorative Paper Hanging
Water damage stain blocked
Sashes stripped - decorated and
draught proofed without scaffolding

For a professional service call

Ian Hibbert
07770 753 177

Brockley references available
ian.a.hibbert@gmail.com
Pink Orange Red Restorations Ltd

Rosie Reilly

M. R. B.
Decorators

33 Years Experience

Good Quality Painter
also able to do DIY

Mark Ballard

m.r.ballard@sky.com

07861803726
ADVERTISEMENTS

Small 3.6 x 6cm £20 (landscape)
Medium 7.5 x 6cm £40 (portrait)
Large 12.4 x 7.6cm £80 (landscape)
READERSHIP 8,000
To advertise, email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk
or phone Clare on 020 8692 3829
All ads must be prepaid
Cheques to Brockley Society,
76 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 1QB
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