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Breakspears  Mews 
Community Garden 
Spring Open Day 

Saturday 23rd March from 1 to 3pm
2019 Annual General Meeting 2 - 2.30pm
Come and enjoy the garden and find out 

how to become involved
Access: Breakspears Mews, 

Ashby Road, SE41UW
or rear of St Peter’s Court, 29-31 

Wickham Road, SE41NE
 breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk

Senior Gardening Club begins
Thursday 2 May — page 4

Street Trees for Living AGM
Sunday 14 April, 3pm
Telegraph Hill Centre — page 2

Brockley Society Open Meeting
Wednesday 17 April, 7.30pm

Travel to Brockley: The Croydon Canal and 
the London and Croydon railway 

Speaker: Local historian Malcolm Bacchus, 
Chair of Telegraph Hill Society

Historical Mews Walk
led by Gillian Heywood MBE
Sunday 28 April, 11am-12:30 

Meet at the Wickham Arms, 69 Upper 
Brockley Rd, SE4 1TF
at 10:45 for 11am start.

A walk through Ashby, Wickham and 
Breakspears Mews, finishing in Breakspears 
Mews Community Garden for refreshments 

Brockley’s Mews & Greenways — see right

Hilly Fields Midsummer Fayre
Saturday 22 June 2018, 12 noon to 5pm

Our 45th annual fayre continues its 
tradition: entirely community-run by 

dozens of volunteers. 
www.brockleysociety.org.uk. 

Applications for caterers open on 1 
March and all other stalls on 1 April. 

Brockley Barbecue
Friday 5 July 2018, 7pm

Stone Circle on Hilly Fields

Breakspears Mews Community Garden
Open Day Saturday 6 July, 12 noon-4pm

Brockley Society Open Meeting
Wednesday 10 July, 7.30pm. Venue tbc

Coordinated Front Garden Sale
Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 September

Brockley Society AGM
Wednesday 13 November, 7.30pm. Venue tbc

30 March to 14 April 2019
telegraphhilfestival.org.uk

Our annual seniors’ tea party 
on Saturday16 February at 
Brockley Social Club had 
its largest ever turn-out. 
Eighty people tucked into 
sandwiches and cakes, with 
entertainment from a variety 
of acts: Chris Bond and the 
Seniors’ Choir returned in fine 
voice. Storyteller Professor 
Jones captivated us with the 
tale of a Deptford music hall 
star, performed beautifully 
by singer Lisa-Marie 
(pictured). Ruth Wong gave a 
presentation on Breakspears 
Mews Community Garden 
and its seniors’ gardening club 
(do get involved if you’d like 
to). We sang happy birthday 
and lit a candle in a cake for 

regular attendee Margaret, 
who recently celebrated her 
99th birthday. The afternoon 
flew by and ended with the 
ever-successful high point: the 
raffle. 

Thank you to all who 
attended and to the many 
volunteers who helped 
beforehand and on the day. 
We couldn’t do this without 
their goodwill. Thanks to the 
Rotary Club for generously 
buying everyone a drink, and 
to Brockley Social Club for 
hosting us once again. 

If you would like to be 
involved next year, please let 
us know. It’s always a happy 
and worthwhile event.

Seniors’ Mid Winter Warmer



President: Gillian Heywood, MBE
www.brockleysociety.org.uk    @broc_soc

Chair .................................................... 020 8692 3829
 chair@brockleysociety.org.uk
Fayre ................. fayre@brockleysociety.org.uk
Newsletter ..... news@brockleysociety.org.uk
Planning & conservation ..........................................

 planning@brockleysociety.org.uk
Planners, architects and others with conservation 
knowledge or interest are welcome to join our planning 
and conservation group. See planning email above.

Trees .....................info@streettreesforliving.org
Breakspears Mews Community Garden .......

breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk
Join our occasional email circulation about

Brockley Society and local events:
email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk

Everyone living in the Brockley 
Conservation area is automatically 
a member of the Brockley Society. 

Brockley Society welcomes all. 

Newsletter copy deadlines:
1 February, 1 May, 1 October

Email to news@brockleysociety.org.uk
Advertising rates - back page
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The Peckham Society
www.peckhamsociety.org.uk
Honouring the past, Protecting the future
Sunday 7 April 2019                 
AGM 3pm. Lecture 3.30pm
A celebration of The Old Kent Road
Guest speakers to be announced
Goose Green Centre, St John’s Church, 
Goose Green, SE22 9AT
This is an important route going back to 
prehistoric times, better known as being 
part of  Watling Street in Roman times.

Friends of One Tree Hill walk
Sunday 12 May 2019, 14.00-15.00pm
Meet at St Augustine’s Church SE23 3LF
Led by Peter Frost
A history and nature walk around the 
nature reserve, which is unique in its 
position as originally part of The Great 
North Wood.

Friends of Nunhead Cemetery
Open Day SE15 3LP
Saturday 18th May 2019, 11.00 – 17.00pm
Something for the whole family. Historic 
tours every hour and a choice of many 
stalls selling refreshments, cakes and many 
other items.

Brookmill Park talks
Sunday evenings 6.30 for 6.45 start,
finish 8.00 Tickets £5.00 Buy tickets cash 
on the door at  The Brookmill Pub
65 Cranbrook Road, SE8 4EJ

March 10: 
The Extraordinary Life Cycle of Eels
We have eels in the park! Travelling 
from the Sargasso Sea to the Creek near 
Elverson Road, these creatures help ensure 
the survival of our local kingfishers. 
Joe Pecorelli, Marine and Freshwater 
Conservation Programme, Zoological 
Society London, will throw light on their 
mysterious life cycle and state of health in 
the Thames and its tributaries. 
March 24: 
Margaret and Rachel McMillan
The McMillan sisters founded the Open-
Air Nursery School and Training Centre 
in Deptford in 1914.  Working with 
communities, described as amongst the 
most deprived in Britain, their influence on 
early years education continues to inspire 
educators in the UK and beyond. Dr 
Betty Liebovich, Lecturer in Early Years 
Education at Goldsmiths, University of 
London, will speak about their work and 
enduring legacy. 
April 7:
Bags, Bottles and Balsam - 
A Life Along the River
Lawrence Beale Collins is Corporate 
Partnerships Officer, and former 
Ravensbourne Officer at Thames 21, the 
organisation working to improve London’s 
waterways for communities and wildlife. 
He leads river clean-ups in Brookmill Park 
and contributes to the #Oneless campaign. 
He will give an overview of plastic removal 
from our rivers and the eradication of water 
borne invasive species.

For more information http://brookmillpark.
deptfordcreek.net/
or https://www.facebook.com/
Brookmillpark. Volunteer: 
friendsofbrookmillpark@gmail.com

Street 
Trees
for Living 

Urban Tree Talks and 
Annual General Meeting

Sunday 14 April 2019, 3-5.30pm
Telegraph Hill Centre

Kitto Road  SE14 5TY
Meet fellow urban tree enthusiasts as

the award-winning borough-wide street 
tree planting campaign hosts its second 
AGM and two presentations with Q&A

by urban tree experts:
Duncan Goodwin, landscape architect and 

author of “The Urban Tree”
& 

Craig Harrison, London Manager for the 
Forestry Commission

AGM business will include the election 
of committee members and a short 

presentation of the project’s annual report.
Free entry

Light refreshments will be served
Further details can be found on the event 

page of our website
http://brockleystreettrees.blogspot.com/

Part of the Telegraph Hill Festival

Street Trees for Living, Brockley Society’s 
street tree planting campaign, is now in the 
middle of its seventh planting season. By 
Easter over 200 more street trees will have 
been planted in the borough of Lewisham, 
a grand total of 620 since 2012. 

Once again local residents and businesses 
have provided most of the funding, with 
commitments to water the trees for their 
first years. We have also appreciated support 
from several local assemblies. New trees will 
include crape myrtles, a bastard service tree, a 
tulip tree, a Persian ironwood tree, even a yew 
in the very centre of Lewisham. Planting has 
taken place in 13 wards.

We have recently expanded our committee 
to ten active members. We have set up a 
fledgling maintenance team and refined 
our website and systems to cope with the 
increasing demand in Lewisham for more 
street trees. We have updated our website to 
be as user friendly and informative as we can 
make it.

We will report fully on our activities at our 
next AGM on Sunday 14 April at 3pm in 
Telegraph Hill Centre. All are welcome, and 
the event will include presentations by Duncan 
Goodwin, author of “The Urban Tree”, and 
by Craig Harrison, London Manager for the 
Forestry Commission. Further details can be 
found on the event page of our website.

We continue to rely on our close ongoing 
partnership with Lewisham Council. The 
campaign requires continuous non-statutory 
work from the council. We wish to put on 
public record our appreciation of this and 
the professionalism of Street Tree Care Ltd, 
the council’s planting contractors.

Our work is carried out by volunteers. If  
you would like to help us to run the campaign 
and to sustain its future we would be pleased 
to hear from you. 

To sponsor tree planting in winter 2019/20 
please register asap on our website and 
at the very latest by 1 April 2019. For 
general contact with us please email info@
streettreesforliving.org

London Wildlife Trust’s 
Great North Wood project

The Great North Wood is a 
sprawling ancient landscape 
that gradually became 
fragmented by the development 
of south London’s suburbs 
– but whose name lives on in 
districts such as Norwood, 

Gipsy Hill, Forest Hill and Penge (‘edge of 
wood’). Today the Wood consists of a series 
of small woodlands, parks, cemeteries, sports 
grounds, railway embankments and gardens 
– all of which provide a home for nature and 
places for people to relax and enjoy within a 
modern urban landscape. 

The Great North Wood project team would 
be delighted to take community groups and 
youth clubs on free guided walks or taster 
practical sessions, including in the following 
woods:
New Cross Gate Cutting, Dulwich and 
Sydenham Hill Woods, Hillcrest Wood and 
One Tree Hill.

Interested groups can email us at 
greatnorthwood@wildlondon.org.uk letting 
us know a little about your group and which 
wood(s) are convenient so that we can make 
arrangements.

All our lives are better when they’re a bit 
wild. www.mywildlife.org.uk

Friends of Luxmore 
Gardens AGM
Come and join Friends of Luxmore 
Gardens for our annual Easter Egg Hunt 
(12-2pm) followed by our AGM (2.30pm) 
on Saturday 20th April. Look for full details 
on our website: www.loveluxmore.co.uk

Allegri String Quartet
Tchaikovsky and Beethoven
7.30pm, 29th March
St Augustine’s Church, 
Honor Oak Park, SE23 3LE
In support of St Christopher’s Hospice
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The Middleton Deli, an exciting addition 
to Brockley, opened on 15 December 2018. 
Located at the corner of Tyrwhitt Road 
and Loampit Hill, the Deli’s large windows 
radiate a pleasant, welcoming atmosphere – 
and we’re all itching to go in and have a look!

Upon entering, you are greeted by a bright 
space and high ceilings, one of several 
Victorian features of the building. The 
décor oozes industrial chic with rustic gold 
filament lightbulb pendants together with 
raw and recycled materials.  The room enjoys 
a calm, muted view of St Johns church and 
the background tracks are carefully chosen to 
create the perfect vibe. Eric, the manager, has 
20 years’ experience in music marketing.

The seasonal menu has something for 
everyone: Ottolenghi influenced mix-
and-match colourful salads and freshly-
made ciabbata-style sandwiches, as well as 
traditional and vegetarian English breakfasts. 
The drinks include good quality coffees, tasty 
cakes (the Orange Polenta cake is a must-
have!) and interesting juices to be grabbed 

from the fridge. The Deli also provides local 
produce to take home such as jam, bread, 
honey, oil and infusions. Its paper cups and 
bags are all compostable.

Downstairs, in the gallery, (managed by an 
ex-Goldsmiths art student) there are more 
seats. Here, the walls are decorated with 
works from local artists (all for sale), giving 
the locals a real sense of being at home. As 
these displays change, the décor never gets 
old, with the walls offering an intriguing 
insight into the artists’ worlds.

Noel, the owner, has described the response 
from locals as ‘fantastic’, and confirmed 
that there will be seating outside the Deli in 
time for spring.

The Middleton Deli also offers take-away 
and hosts private events.
63 Loampit Hill London SE13 7SZ
Monday to Friday 7.30am-4.30pm
Saturday and Sunday: 9am-5pm
Tel:020 8692 3335  
info@middletondeli.co.uk

Penelope Ogieriakhi

Middleton Deli - the uptown café we’ve been waiting for!

Aladdin’s Cave, the well-known salvage 
business, has been a landmark in Lewisham 
for as long as the locals can remember. Having 
been Lewisham Road railway station until 
around 100 years ago, it is the perfect place to 
take a trip back in time. The spectacular display 
of furniture, lighting, life-size figures on the 
roof and the ‘puppets & masks’ entrance sign 
set the scene, but there’s much more to see for 
those who choose to enter this magical world!

The abundance and originality of the items 
available and the remarkable layout of the 
place has attracted many visitors over the 
years, including celebrities, architects and 
restaurateurs. As the owner explained, people 
are drawn to the vintage style of the items and 
their quality, despite their being secondhand. 
Furniture has come from places such as 
the Savoy Hotel, the Park Lane Hotel, and 
private houses in Mayfair.

Inside the old station building, the rooms 
display the more delicate items such as 
mirrors, wall mounted lamps, and antique 
furniture.  Behind the window of  the old 
ticket office, there is a roaring fire in the 
original fireplace which keeps the staff  
warm - its smoke can be seen rising from 
the chimney. The centre of  the cave, dark 

and mysterious, is stacked with innumerable 
doors, and chairs hang from the ceiling. 
Further back is a seemingly never-ending 
yard filled with rows of  sinks, lamp-posts, 
fireplaces, gates, pieces of  marble, metal and 
glass, interspersed by unusual objects like 
a sphinx and a 6ft metallic hollow sphere. 
You really wonder who each item belonged 
to and what it might have looked like in its 
previous location.

The owner, Cathy Kirby, explained that 
decisions are still being made about closing 
down Aladdin’s Cave and that nothing has 
been confirmed. For the moment she will carry 
on buying and selling, however more selectively. 
One thing for sure is that the community would 
dearly miss this unique treasure.  

Penelope Ogieriakhi 

A tribute to Aladdin’s Cave

Community acts 
after tragic death
19 December 2018, a homeless man in his 
thirties died by the phone box which has 
been converted into a ‘take-and-replace’ 
children’s book library on Wickham Road. 
Many were upset at the news so close to 
Christmas and a movement to help others 
in a similar situation soon followed.

The 999 Club, based in Deptford, is a 
non-profit charity organisation, set up 
to provide advice, advocacy, shelter and 
health checks for the homeless of the area. 
It offers shelter seven nights a week, free of 
charge, to individuals who may need their 
support. Activities are run to empower and 
help each client to make good decisions, 
making the 999 club safer and more 
comfortable than the streets.

Given that the 999 Club is at our doorstep, 
it seemed only logical to refer anyone in 
need of help to it. The community came 
together, dropping off  a collection of 
sleeping bags, bedding and duvets to local 
residents or at the Talbot pub. Locals 
worked hard for one week, digging out 
items from their homes which could be of 
use to someone else. The items were then 
cleaned and taken to the 999 Club, where a 
kind, warm and grateful team were happy 
to take things in. The generous work of the 
public meant that the clients could benefit 
from new belongings, and no longer needed 
the 999 Club to rest their heads.

The 999 Club invites volunteers to join 
their wonderful team, and to make change 
count for homeless people. If  you are 
interested in joining in, please contact the 
999 Club on:
Telephone: 020 8694 5797 
Email: office@999club.org
Office:  Monday - Friday, 9:00 - 17:00
Gateway Centre: 
Monday - Friday, 9:30 - 11:30

A young life lost in war
A mural showing a photo and poppy field 
appeared outside the former Taylor’s Food 
and Wine shop on Tyrwhitt Road around 
the time of the first world war Armistice 
Day commemorations. The inscription under 
the photograph stated: In memory of local 
gunner, Robert Edward Lee, Royal Field 
Artillery, who died 4th November 1917, 
aged 21, in the Battle of Gaza. Its sudden 
appearance was quite poignant and we 
wanted to know who he was.

Lionel Stanhope of Scenic Art Services 
told us: ‘I put a post on I love SE4 looking 
for local men or women who served, as I 
wanted to paint something locally. I had 
permission from Yogi some time ago to paint 
his hoarding, so just needed a subject. A lady 
contacted me who was related to Robert. His 
grave is in Israel but we decided to do a local 
tribute as he had family who lived on Tyrwhitt 
Road. He himself  lived on Alpha Road which 
is a little further up towards New Cross.’

Well done for doing the mural: it personalises 
a life lost.

St John’s Organ Fund
Community Concert
Saturday 9th March, 6-8pm
(doors open 5.30pm)
St John’s Church, 
SE8 4EA

Refreshments available
Donations welcome
Performances by St John’s Choir,
Haberdasher Aske’s Youth Gospel Choir,
Jefmi Voices, Nico Springman,
Georgina Pryce, Chiedozie Okoh and more! 
A fun, free concert for local musicians to 
perform together and an opportunity for St 
John’s to say thank you to those who have 
supported our Organ restoration fund!
RSVP by email to bookings@sjht.org.uk or 
call 0208 692 2857



Our first new sign for the park, based on an original 
design by local artist Sally Adams, has finally been 
installed. We have a second sign for the Vicars Hill 
Entrance. The Friends of Hilly Fields funded the 
extra cost for the estate railing, rather than have it 
replaced by chainlink. 

We planted snowdrops, winter aconites and 
bluebells at the end of the year, and will be 
replanting the hawthorn hedge and boundary in 
the coming months, thanks to a successful grant 
application from MPGA. 

We are always keen to have new volunteers who 
can help with anything from grant applications, 
circulating event information, watering.

Friends of Hilly Fields  Breakspears   
 Mews   
 Community  
 Garden 

Our popular Senior Gardening Club starts 
Thursday 2 May 2019

and will run for 8 weeks every Thursday
from 10am to 12.30pm

Come to some sessions or all
Everyone is welcome, no gardening 

experience required and no need to book.

Please wear appropriate footwear, as it 
might be muddy and slippery and bring 

some protection for your hands, if you can.

We will provide gardening tools, seeds, tea, 
coffee and biscuits.

In case of heavy rain the session will be cancelled.
breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk

or Elisabetta 07790 642781

Breakspears Mews Community Garden
An oasis of peace, quiet and togetherness

More memories of 
Hilly Fields bungalows
The prefabs on Hilly Fields hold many 
happy memories for me. My parents moved 
into number 17 Hilly Fields Bungalows on 
Adelaide Avenue in the late 1940s. I was 
born there as were three of my brothers (the 
other was born in Bromley Hospital).  

Bombing raids in South East London 
during the second world war were 
particularly heavy and much of the housing 
stock had been destroyed, which is why my 
parents came to move from Bromley to the 
new modern prefab. I remember the space 
in the lounge and kitchen being massive to 
me as a toddler and with Hilly Fields Park 
as our ‘back garden’, I spent many hours 
outdoors playing. 

Our garden too was extensive and after 
the bungalow behind was destroyed by a 
fire my parents were given permission by 
the London County Council (LCC) to take 
over the plot to grow vegetables which fed 
our large family well, all year round.

The back burner in the coal fireplace in 
the lounge heated the water and some of 
the heating in the bungalow although, 
sometimes during some of the most severe 
winters, it wasn’t efficient enough and I 
remember waking up with ice on the inside 
of our bedroom windows. 

The residents of the Hilly Fields 
Bungalows were very house-proud and the 
outsides were always kept immaculately 
spotless. I can still see my Mother with the 
‘Brasso’ cleaning the outside brass waste 
pipes until they gleamed.

The summer of 1963 was a sad time as we 
said goodbye to the bungalow which we had 
called home for so many years when they 
were earmarked for demolition but little did 
I know that a new adventure awaited when 
we moved to a ‘proper’ brick-built house 
next door to yet another open space: Blythe 
Hill.

I recently returned to Hilly Fields and took 
photographs of the plot and the crooked 
tree which grew outside our front garden 
which my sons still mention as they pass – 
“The crooked tree where Dad was born!!”        

David Marshall

On a recent cold but sunny January day the 
Friends of Hilly Fields (pictured) planted six 
black poplar saplings on Hilly Fields, spaced 

out on the slopes between Eastern Road and 
Adelaide Avenue. Number 11 Eastern Rd, 
recognisable by its commemorative plaque, is 
the house where the writer Henry Williamson 
was raised, prior to being sent off  in 1914 

as a callow youth to fight in the trenches of 
France and Belgium. 

His wartime experiences affected him and 
his writing for the remaining six decades of 
his life. The poplar trees lining the battlefields 
of his book The Wet Flanders Plain feature in 
many a work of First World War literature. It 
is highly possible that the 100 year-old black 
poplar tree directly opposite No.11, which 
unfortunately had to be cut down a few years 
back due to disease and risk of collapse, had 
been planted by Williamson on his return to 
civilian life, as a private memorial both to his 
fallen comrades and to his own lost ‘hope 
and illusion’. 

The Friends group decided to replant six 
specimens of this rare and endangered native 
species, as an addition to our First World 
War centenary meadow on top of the hill. 
Let’s hope they survive beyond the next 100 
years.

A writer’s private war memorial?

Lawn bowls has been played in England 
since at least 1299. It attracted players from 
all ranks of society from Tudor kings and 
queens to labourers, apprentices and the like. 
It became so popular among the latter that 
statutes prohibiting it were enacted as early 
as the reign of Edward III when king and 
Parliament feared it would jeopardise the 
practice of archery, then the nation’s primary 
defence in battle.

Francis Drake Bowls Club was founded 
in 1906 by which time the game was 
recognised as a respectable, healthy pursuit 
which could be enjoyed by all classes and 
abilities. The founder members lived locally 
in the roads surrounding Hilly Fields. They 
successfully persuaded the London County 
Council that a bowling green in the park 
would be a widely used and appreciated 
amenity and a popular addition to the 
park’s attractions.

The club still flourishes today, offering 
bowls at all levels from sociable club roll-
ups to competitive matches. Playing on 
our delightful green at the corner of  Hilly 
Fields is a great way to make new friends 
and enjoy being outdoors while keeping fit 
in body and mind.

If  you would like to find out more, please 
come along to our annual FREE Family Fun 
Day on Monday 6 May, 11am to 4pm.

For further information please contact 
coach@fdbc.org.uk or visit www.
francisdrakebowlsclub.org

Francis Drake Bowls Club

Brockley Open Studios
Launch event: Thursday 4 July. Open 

Studios: Sat 6, Sun 7, Mon 8 July

Brockley Max  
This year’s festival is from 

Fri 31 May to Sat Sat 8 June  
brockleymax.co.uk



Our second Festival of Ideas for 
Change was held in November 2017 
at Lewisham Southwark College. 

Like the inaugural Festival in November 
2016, it aimed to stimulate discussion on ideas 
for positive change in our local community 
and beyond. Over 150 people joined us for 
a full day featuring five thought-provoking 
sessions, with presentations from 25 respected 
speakers, and break-out discussions with 
panellists and audience members. 

Sessions included ‘The Battle of Lewisham 
– 40 years later’, ‘Housing, Homelessness and 
Inequality’, ‘Debt, Money and Exploitation’, 
‘Food and the Environment’ and ‘From 
Ideas to Action’. Speakers included Dr 
William ‘Lez’ Henry (Associate Professor 

of Criminology & Sociology, University of 
West London), Beth Boorman (the National 
Community Land Trust Network), Ravi 
Ravindran (Lewisham Plus Credit Union), 
Rosie Boycott (Chair of the London Food 
Board) and Kajal Odedra (UK Director of 
Change.org) and many more.

Attendees commented that it was 
empowering and inspiring to join with others 
to express their dissatisfaction with the 
racial, financial, residential, nutritional and 
political status quo in this country. Others 
were impressed with the event’s organisation 
- achieved by a small team of volunteers.

Audio recordings from all the presentations 
are now available on the Festival of Ideas 
2017 page of our website, accompanied by 

photos from the day and links to many of 
the supporting programme of short films 
screened on the day.

This joins the online archive  from the 2016 
Festival (over 20 talks) to create a resource 

lasting over 9 hours and 
covering a huge range 
of topical and thought-
provoking themes.

During these troubling 
times and with much of our 
collective future uncertain, 

we hope that Brockley residents will also 
be inspired by the numerous examples of 
positive action documented in this collection. 
The future can be what we make of it!

Richard Freeston

Second Festival of Ideas for Change available online: www.brockleysociety.org.uk

‘I very much 
enjoyed the Festival. 

You had a great range 
of speakers and 
very stimulating 

discussions’

painter/

decorator

local

independent

flexible
Jez Rands

07952 226 412

Author and teacher Beverly Ramsay read 
from her book, A Jamaican Childhood, to 
enjoyment and amusement at Brockley 
Society’s AGM. The meeting in November 

2018 in St Peter’s Church on Wickham Road 
was was attended by 35 people, who elected 
the society’s committees for 2018/19.

Management Committee
Clare Cowen (Chair), Charlotte Knowland 
(Secretary), Richard Freeston and Ruth 
Wong (joint Vice Chairs), Treasurer: 
VACANT. Committee members: Hon M Yip, 
Lorna Jackson, Elisabetta Fumagalli, Alison 
Basa, Glenn Mottershead. Hilly Fields Fayre: 
Nancy Secchi, Mel Loveday, Kara Sims, 
Rosie Morle. Responsibility for Fayre rests 
with management committee.

Planning committee (which meets monthly)
Chris Johnson (Committee Chair), Clare 
Cowen (Chair of Brockley Society), Carol 
Hooper, Jens Cole, Joe Marenghi, Lorna 
Jackson, Roger Williams, Rhymer Rigby, 
Harriet Saddington, Verity Rowsell, Cat 
Mansuy, Neel Acharya, Ruth Wong,  
Diego Core. Continuing Honorary Members
Gillian Heywood (Brockley Society 
President); Jenny and Noel Varney.
�	Brockley Society contact details and 
newsletter copy deadlines are at the bottom 
of page 2

Brockley Society’s Annual General Meeting We need a Treasurer
We are urgently seeking a volunteer as 
Treasurer, whose overall role is to maintain 
an overview of Brockley Society’s finances 
and ensure proper financial records and 
procedures. As this is a small charity, the 
Treasurer plays a role in the day-to-day 
finances. Final financial responsibility rests 
with the management committee.

General financial oversight includes 
overseeing and presenting budgets, 
accounts and financial statements, ensuring 
appropriate accounting procedures and 
controls are in place. The treasurer presents 
financial reports to the committee and to 
the AGM.

Qualities and skills preferred: Knowledge 
of book-keeping and some experience 
of financial control and budgeting. A 
willingness to be contacted on an ad hoc 
basis and an ability to ensure decisions are 
taken and followed up. We use QuickFile, 
an online accounting programme, to 
manage our accounts.

Time commitment: Once familiar with  
our systems, an estimated 4 hours per 
month, but more at the time of Midsummer 
Fayre and to prepare the financial report 
for the AGM.

Newsletter archive
This is the 145th edition of the Brockley 
Society newsletter! The first edition (below)
appeared in May/June 1974, and was funded 
entirely by the collection and sale of waste 
paper. How heartening to know that even 
back then, residents were avid recyclers! 
Thanks to the efforts of several volunteers we 
have nearly finished the digitisation of most 
of the subsequent newsletters. These are now 
available to view on the ‘Newsletter’ page 
of our website. It is amazing to explore the 
variety of campaigns and activities that have 
taken place over the past 45 years. Heartfelt 
thanks to all involved, past and present, for 
the production of this unique record of our 
special corner of South East London.

Recycle more 
WEEE this year!
We all want to do our part in saving 
the planet from being polluted by our 
unwanted WEEE (waste electrical and 
electronic equipment).
One way is to recycle your WEEE, in any 
condition, working or not.
The local Re-use Centre at Crofton Park 
Community Library can recycle unwanted 
Computers, Laptops, Smart phones and 
other small domestic electrical items 
Items they can take include:
� Computers and Laptops
� Computer monitors (flat screen only)
�	Computer accessories, power supplies  
 and leads
� Smart phones
� Tablets
If  at all possible items will be refurbished 
or their parts used to refurbish other items. 
Alternatively, they will be recycled to 
minimise landfill waste.
(They cannot recycle large items such as 
fridges, freezers or big TVs)
Any queries please ring 020 8694 9373 
between 11am and 4pm of opening hours.

To join our occasional email circulation 
about Brockley Society and local events 
email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk 



For over 40 years the Brockley Society has 
lobbied and advocated for sympathetic 
development within both Brockley 
Conservation Area and the surrounding 
neighbourhoods along with other 
conservation societies in the borough’s 
amenity societies’ panel.

It has sought to preserve the unique 
historical character of  our area by increasing 
awareness and understanding of  how to 
protect and enhance our neighbourhoods 
through good urban design. This is achieved 
by scrutinising new planning applications, 
guarding existing architectural features, 
supporting and encouraging innovative 
new designs, and by close liaison with 
Lewisham Council’s Planning Department 
and Ward Councillors. 

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the Civic Amenities Act 1967, which first 
made provision for Conservation Areas, 
we held a free one-day ‘Innovation and 
Conservation’ conference at Prendergast 

School in June 2017. The event presented 
high-profile keynote speakers from national 
organisations (Laura Sandys, of  Civic Voice, 
Duncan McCallum of  Historic England, 
and Nicholas Boys-Smith of  Create Streets) 
along with local case studies to highlight 
how it is feasible to achieve eye-catching 
and effective development whilst remaining 
within the statutory guidelines that apply 
in Conservation Areas. You can listen to 
recordings of  all the presentations and view 
associated Powerpoints on the ‘Innovation 
and Conservation’ page of  Brockley 
Society’s website.

We recognise the ongoing need for 
development and improvements to our area’s 
housing stock, not least in order to help 
address the shortage of  homes in London 
and deal with inappropriate challenges from 
developers. However, because of  its special 
architectural and historic interest, property 
owners and developers have a responsibility 
to adhere to the relevant conservation laws 

when undertaking such works. It is for this 
reason that we organised the conference and 
present this online resource to both inspire 
and clarify.  www.brockleysociety.org.uk

Innovation and Conservation conference
June 2017

PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Before you start making decisions on any changes to your property, 
we strongly advise you to look at the Council’s guidelines at:  www.
lewisham.gov.uk. Click through myservices / Planning/ Conservation 
and urban design / Conservation areas / Brockley. The Brockley 
Conservation Area Supplementary Planning Document describes 
what building modifications will be allowed. Under the Article 4 
direction external changes visible from public viewpoints require 

planning permission (doors, windows, roof, driveways, gates, walls, 
fences, painting the exterior).

You can view planning applications in the Planning section of the 
website, and then select ‘Search and comment …’ You must log in to make 
a comment supporting or objecting to an application.

To get involved in preserving the character of Brockley or for further 
guidance on planning issues, contact planning@brockleysociety.org.uk

We were not able to include planning 
applications between May and November 2018 
in our November issue, but our planning group 
has an operating record.

7 November 2018 to 6 February 2019

Pending 
11 Drake Road, SE4  Installation of replacement 
windows to all elevations together with repairs of 
windows, soffit boards and main entrance door.
238 Lewisham Way, SE4  Installation of replacement 
windows in the elevations.
54 Tyrwhitt Road, SE4  Installation of replacement 
windows and main entrance door to the front 
elevation.
53 Tressilian Road, SE4 Repair of the windows, 
masonry cills and lintels at all elevations and 
pipework to the side elevation.
9 Chalsey Road SE4 Replacement double glazed 
timber sash windows to the upper floor at the front 
and door to the rear.
Flat 1, 59 Manor Avenue SE4 - Installation of 
replacement double glazed timber sash windows to 
the front and double glazed uPVC sash & casement 
windows and door to the rear.
9 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 Installation of replacement 
timber double glazed windows to the front and 
side; replacement double glazed uPVC windows 
and door to the rear.
33 Tyrwhitt Road SE4  Construction of front and 
side boundary walls with railings, resurfacing and 
associated landscaping at the front garden.
98 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 Installation of front gate 
and re-tiling of pathway, refurbishment of front 
boundary wall, main front entrance door and 
installation of CCTV cameras, sensors and lights to 

front and rear.
Flat A 138 Drakefell Road SE4 Installation of 
replacement windows and door in the front and 
rear elevations.
1A Wickham Road, London SE4  Installation of 
replacement Upvc/aluminium windows.

Granted
1 Avon Road SE4 Construction of new and 
replacement boundary walls and pillars with 
railings to the front wall & installation of new gates, 
replacement hardstanding and front steps and path.
6c Cranfield Road SE4  Removal of roof light on 
front roof slope and installation of flat roof light to 
crown of the roof.
8 Crescent Way SE4 Construction of two storey 
plus roofspace rear extension, alterations to roof & 
front elevation & replacement of a rooflight to the 
front addition.
21 Hilly Fields Crescent SE4 Minor material 
amendment of the planning permission dated 
12/12/17, in order to vary Condition 2 relating to 
approved plans, to facilitate an increased depth of 
part of the approved rear extension (by 800mm), 
amend door design to the approved rear elevation, 
and lower the height of the roof of the approved 
rear extension (by 300mm).
202A Tressillian SE4 - Replacement of rear elevation 
sliding sash timber windows (DC/18/109443)
Flats 1, 2 & 3, 6 Wickham Road SE4 Replacement 
of front, rear and side elevation windows & rear 
garden door.
123 Breakspears Road SE4 Construction of single 
storey rear extension.
33 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 Replacement timber front 
door.
72 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 Construction of replacement 

front boundary wall, railings and side gate and 
installation of new gate.

Refused
Unit 8, Ashby Mews SE4  Conversion of existing 
light industrial use (Use Class B1c) into a two 
storey (lower ground and ground floor) live/work 
unit, alterations to elevations & new roof.  

Trees
53 Breakspears Road SE4,  Front: fell goat Willow 
tree 
6 Beverly Court SE4 Front fell one palm tree
48A Tyrwhitt Road Front: ash tree, height and 
lateral reduction
37 Breakspears Road SE4 Front: Sycamore tree 
(Crown lift, height reduction and lateral reduction
10 Breakspears Road SE4 Front: oak tree, height 
and lateral reduction
53a Tyrwhitt Road Fell one pear, due to structural 
damage to wall
236a Lewisham Way Rear: Fell one lime, due to 
roots damaging wall
1a Drake Road Front: Robina height and lateral 
reduction
1 Bridge House, 47 Adelaide Avenue SE4 Front: 
Multiple trees, felling and pollarding
70 Tressillian Road SE4 Front: Fell one cherry plum 
(excessive shading)
20 Beverly Court SE4 Rear: remove 2 conifer trees
95 Upper Brockley Road Front: Birch Crown reduce
31 Harefield Road Rear: Fell one walnut, roots 
severed replacement will be planted.
81 Wickham Road Front: Fell one conifer
35 Harefield Road Front: Fell ash, due to subsidence 
implications
3 Tressilian Road Rear: Sycamore crown reduction

TOWN AND COUNTRY ROOFING

92 Shell Road, 

Lewisham, SE13 7DF

Office No. 020 8691 9475

Mobile: 07956 266 276

Email: townandcountryroofing@
yahoo.co.uk

Sash Windows & Front Doors
Overhauled and Draughtproofed

Stairs Repaired

Malcolm Tierney
0777 565 7371

malcolmt@live.co.uk

 J a c q u e l i n e  G r a n t 
Pat ient  Ukule le  Teacher

( Tr e s s i l l i a n  R o a d ,  B r o c k l e y ,  S E 4 ) 

Ukulele courses for adults
start throughout the year.

jackiemusicgrant@hotmail.com
Tel: 020 8694 1409

We need a new shop to 
replace Taylor’s
Planning permission was refused in 
December for conversion of the former 
Taylor’s convenience store at 1Tyrwhitt Road 
into residential accommodation because its 
loss ‘would impact negatively on the vitality 
and viability of the local economy’ and 
insufficient evidence of marketing had been 
provided. 
Do you know anyone who wants to open a shop 
here?
�	Page 3: other news on the Tyrwhitt Road 
junction with Loampit Hill 



A J C

P L A S T E R I N G  &

P A I N T I N G

All Forms of Modern 
& Classic Plastering.

Moulding, Rendering, Cornicing, 
Spread Plastering & Painting

Over 20 Years Experience

Contact Andrew for:
Free estimates.

Tel:  020 8694 0908

Mobile: 07787 912 679 
Mobile: 07956 474 313  

Email : andrewcampbell837@gmail.com
Web: www.ajcplasteringse4.com

Rosie Reilly

33 Years Experience



M. R. B.

Decorators

Good Quality Painter

also able to do DIY

Mark Ballard

m.r.ballard@sky.com

07861803726

SE Décor
Painter and 
Decorator
30 years 

experience
References 
available

Call for a quote
Edward 

07866 249270

JPD Tree and Garden Services
wAll types of Tree Work wPruning wTopping wFelling

wStump Removal wSheds wFencing wTurfing wNew Walls
wLandscaping wHedges wPaths wPatios wPaving

wPower Wash Cleaning wPainting and Decorating

wGarden Clearance wGeneral Building Work
wNew Roofs and all Repairs Upvc Fascias and Guttering

All Garden Work Undertaken Free Estimates Call us on
www.jpdtreeandgarden.co.uk

Free 0800 696 5315 Office 020 8485 7519 Mob 07472 554 522
E: Jpdservices37@gmail.com.  Facebook: jpd tree and garden services

Check out our reviews on www.ratedpeople.com

ADVERTISEMENTS
Small 3.6cm x 6cm £15

MSmall 3.6 x 6cm £20 (landscape)
Medium 7.5 x 6cm £40 (portrait)

Large 12.4 x 7.6cm £80 (landscape)
READERSHIP 8,000

To advertise, email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk
or phone Clare on 020 8692 3829

All ads must be prepaid
Cheques to Brockley Society,

76 Tyrwhitt Road

Brockley Society PO Box 63473 London SE4 9AZ


