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Hilly Fields Midsummer Fayre
Saturday 22 June 2019, 

12 noon to 5pm (see right)
Our 45th annual fayre continues its 

tradition: entirely community-run by 
dozens of volunteers and Brockley’s 
biggest community event, attended 
by over 5,000 people. We need more 
volunteers!  Express your interest at 
volunteer@brockleysociety.org.uk.
 You can still apply for a stall: www. 

brockleysociety.org.uk

Brockley Barbecue
Friday 5 July 2019, 7pm

Stone Circle on Hilly Fields
Bring friends and family – meet others 
from the Brockley area. Some food and 
refreshments provided – or bring your 

own to cook on our barbecue.
All welcome!

Breakspears  Mews 
Community Garden
Open Day
Saturday 6 July 
from 1 to 6pm

Discover this hidden oasis in the heart 
of Brockley. Come and have a tranquil 

moment while visiting Brockley
Open Studios.

 � Mud kitchen for budding 
  gardeners of all ages
	 �	Plant sale
	 �	Local crafts
	 � Art workshop
	 � Meet Lewisham Swift
	 �	Refreshments
breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk

Access is via Ashby Road, SE4 1UW
Or rear of St Peter’s Court, 29-31 

Wickham Road, SE4 1NE

Brockley Society Open Meeting
Wednesday 10 July, 7.30pm.

Brockley Social Club, 
240 Brockley Road, SE4 2SU

Restoring the River Quaggy and 
our local urban rivers speaker: 

Paul de Zylva, Chair of Quaggy 
Waterways Action Group (QWAG)

Coordinated Front Garden Sale 
Saturday 7 and Sunday 8 September

Brockley Society AGM 
Wednesday 13 November, 7.30pm

Venue tbc

Tea and cakes: Don’t forget our wonderful Tea Tent with homemade cakes. 
Thank you for bringing your cake donations on the day!
Children’s competitions: Bring your entries to the Tea Tent, with name, age and 
contact details. Free ice cream voucher for every entry. 
Volunteer to help: email volunteer@brockleysociety.org.uk 
Stall bookings: http://brockleysociety.org.uk/hilly-fields-midsummer-fayre/

Vote for Brockley to win Rambler’s award
Brockley’s Three Peaks Challenge was 
on BBC Breakfast when the Ramblers’ 
Association’s Annual Award for the ‘Best 
Walking Neighbourhood’ was featured. 
Brockley is in the shortlist of ten. The 
Ramblers’ website explains:
What is so special about Brockley?
‘Greater Brockley was nominated because 
it sets a great example to other London 
neighbourhoods on how to encourage 
residents to walk their everyday journeys. It 

achieves this through a series of innovative 
conservation projects, a well-integrated 
walking network and variety of green spaces. 
The vibrant mix of street art and things to do 
there also adds to its community-friendly feel, 
making it a place that enthuses us to visit.’
Vote for Brockley by Sunday 30 June:
www.ramblers.org.uk/en/get- involved/
campaign-with-us/walking- neighbourhoods/
britains-best-walking- neighbourhood-
award.aspx
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Swifts in Brockley
Swifts are remarkable: fast 
flying, agile birds with distinctive 
scimitar-shaped wings. They 

migrate to the UK from Africa, arriving 
in early May and staying to breed and 
raise their young before returning south in 
August.

Swifts spend most of their lives on the 
wing and are known to sleep and even 
mate in flight! They are a familiar sight 
on summer evenings, when they gather in 
small parties, flying at speed, making high-
pitched screaming calls.

But our swifts are in trouble. The RSPB 
estimates their numbers have declined by 
over 50% in just 25 years. Why? It is thought 
the main reason is loss of nesting sites as 
older buildings are renovated. Swifts nest 
in small cracks in roofs and eaves and use 
the same nest site each year. Sadly, many 
return to find their old nest sites lost or 
blocked off  by alterations and roof repairs.

You can help! Swifts (and other wild 
birds) are protected in law. It is illegal to 
intentionally destroy or disturb the nest 
or nesting site of a wild bird. If  you plan 
any building or maintenance work in the 
summer please check first if  you have 
resident swifts (or sparrows, starlings etc.) 
and consider delaying the works until after 
the breeding season. Please make sure their 
access holes are not blocked up.

You can help local group Lewisham 
Swifts with survey work this summer or 
simply tell us where you have seen swifts in 
Brockley or if  you know of any nest sites, 
invaluable information in building up our 
knowledge of the local population.

Why not put up a swift nest box under 
your eave, especially if  you have scaffolding 
up? We can help you with that!

 Let’s not lose our lovely swifts! They are 
an essential part of summer and light up 
our skies each year.
lewishamswifts.blogspot.com
www.swift-conservation.org
actionforswifts.blogspot.com

Journey to North Ethiopia January 2019
Recent Graduates from Addis Ababa 
University, met a group of 20 people from 
around the Globe, all keen on ancient 
wooden buildings. Organised by ICOMOS 
UK, a Conservation Group, we went to see 
what may be the oldest timber churches in 
the world, built in the 7th century, in North 
Ethiopia. Timber Temples in Japan are often 
rebuilt every generation, keeping skills alive, 
but possibly not qualifying for this prize.

Protected from weather by overhangs of 

rock, the small Churches are extraordinarily 
sound, and in continuous use since the 7th 
C. Up on high plateaux and hills, where the 
temperature is warm, I stood looking at 
volcanic mountains, listening to birds and 
the general sounds of countryside. Further 
south we went to Lalilbela, where churches 
were cut out of the granite hillside in the 12th 
C, using chisels.

An altitude of 9,000 feet is normal for 

villages and schools, goats and terraced 
rocky fields. (Snowdon is about 3,500 feet 
high). January is fairly dry here, but rain is 
due in the spring for growing crops, with 
heavy rain in summer. Friends had spent 
three days trekking, but I was relieved I had 
not, as I fainted in the mid-day heat, under 
a eucalyptus tree, and so sat and sketched 
instead.

Eucalyptus timber, earth and local stone 
are used for self-build houses, built near to 
towns, with space for children to run around 
- Lewisham is also renowned for its self-build 
houses.

Children walk miles up zig-zag roads to 
school, in maroon and dark green uniforms, 
or lilac skirts and jackets. Drivers of the 
few lorries and buses seemed considerate of 
people walking with goats or donkeys.

Spicy chicken and spicy chick peas were 
served on giant pancakes for us all to share, 
and we stayed in backpacker’s hotels, all with 
en-suites.

The last day back in Addis Ababa was at the 
United Nations, extolling the World Heritage 
sites. Then in the evening sun, we sat in a 
garden, rescued from a tyre dump, irrigated 
and full of vegetables, beside  a teaching 
building - the Zoma Museum - a reminder to 
me of the Breakspears Community Garden.

Juliet Johnson, 
founder member of Brockley Society  

Journey with ICOMOS UK, International 
Council on Monuments and Sites

Beta Giyorgis rock-hewn Church in Lalibela

Aircraft noise  
With or without a 3rd runway at Heathrow, 
big changes will take place in 2025/6 but 
that is some years off. The campaign group 
HACAN has published a report challenging 
the industry to come up with short-term 
solutions and advocates four measures.
� Stagger the point at which planes join  
 their final approach path: at present  
 95% of planes now join within a narrow  
 4.8 nautical mile band
� Increase variation in departure routes:
� Promote fairer night flight arrival
 distribution
� Reduce simultaneous overflight by both
 Heathrow and London City arrivals.

HACAN will lobby the industry to take 
action. There is support within parts of 
the industry for their measures. More 
information: https://hacan.org.uk

President: Gillian Heywood, MBE
www.brockleysociety.org.uk    @broc_soc

Chair .................................................... 020 8692 3829
 chair@brockleysociety.org.uk
Fayre ................. fayre@brockleysociety.org.uk
Newsletter ..... news@brockleysociety.org.uk
Planning & conservation ..........................................

 planning@brockleysociety.org.uk
Planners, architects and others with conservation 
knowledge or interest are welcome to join our planning 
and conservation group. See planning email above.

Trees .....................info@streettreesforliving.org
Breakspears Mews Community Garden .......

breakspearsmews@brockleysociety.org.uk
Join our occasional email circulation about

Brockley Society and local events:
email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk

Everyone living in the Brockley 
Conservation area is automatically 
a member of the Brockley Society. 

Brockley Society welcomes all. 

Newsletter copy deadlines:
1 February, 1 May, 1 October

Email to news@brockleysociety.org.uk
Advertising rates - back page

Ella Kissi-Debrah: 
New inquest
A fresh inquest has been ordered into the 
death of nine-year-old Ella Kissi-Debrah, 
who suffered a fatal asthma attack in 2013, 
believed to have been linked to air pollution. 

She lived just 25m from the South Circular 
Road – a notorious pollution hotspot — and 
had 27 hospital visits for asthma attacks. She 
died after battling severe asthma and seizures.

The 2014 inquest focused on Ella’s medical 
care and said the cause of her death was 
acute respiratory failure, but a 2018 report 
concluded it was likely that unlawful levels of 
pollution contributed to the attack. Professor 
Stephen Holgate found air pollution levels 
at the Catford monitoring station – one mile 
from Ella’s home – “consistently” exceeded 
lawful EU limits over the three years prior to 
her death.

Ella’s mother, Rosamund Kissi-Debrah, 

applied to the High Court for another inquest 
after this new evidence came to light and this 
has now been granted. 

‘If  it is proved that pollution killed Ella then 
the government will be forced to sit up and 
take notice that this hidden but deadly killer 
is cutting short our children’s lives,’ she said.

Janet Logan
We are sorry to hear 

of the passing of 
Janet Logan on 
28th February 
2019. A long-term 
resident of the 
area, Janet was 
a former pupil 
of Turnham and 

Sedgehill schools.
Some of our readers 

may remember Janet’s 
volunteering work with 

the police in Brockley over the years, in 
particular her leading role in the campaign 
to have the former Brockley police station 
in Howson Road reopened in 2001 
following its closure in 1999. Although 
it was ultimately sold off, the Brockley 
area retained its own police station for 
many years thanks to the efforts of Janet 
and her team of volunteers, who were 
trained to run the front desk and who 
worked tirelessly to keep this police service 
available for the community. Janet’s work 
with the police was officially recognised in 
2003 when she was presented with a special 
award at City Hall by the Commissioner 
of the Metropolitan Police. More recently, 
Janet was one of the volunteers who 
helped with the delivery of the Brockley 
Society newsletters.

We extend our sympathies to Janet’s 
family and friends.



In 1972 the first meeting 
campaigning to protect 
Brockley’s Mews against 
major development 
proposals was held 

in Myatt Garden School. How fitting that 
Brockley Society’s 2019 conference to celebrate 
our unique and special green pathways was 
held in the same venue, on Saturday, 11 May.

Ruth Wong presented Brockley Society’s brief  
history of Brockley and its mews.

Origins
Brockley Society owes its very existence 
to the mews. It was initiated in 1972 when 
Lewisham Council planned to develop rear 
gardens to properties in Wickham Mews by 
increasing density with terraced blocks of 
houses with car parking. Understandably 
local residents were outraged and Brockley 
Society was formed to protect the existing 
architectural quality of the area, its green 
landscape and wildlife. In 1974 Conservation 
Area status was granted.

Brockley derives its name from ‘Broca’ an 
Old English word meaning ‘wood clearing’ 
or ‘stream’ (i.e. ‘brook’) and ‘Ley’ meaning 
‘wood’. Brockley is recorded as a Saxon 
settlement in 952 and is mentioned as a small 
hamlet in the Domesday Book.

Brockley Green is known to be the site of 
the old hamlet and was located on an old 
lane from Deptford to Sydenham. The old 
lane became known as Brockley Lane and 
coincides now with Tanners' Hill, Upper 
Brockley Road and Brockley Road, and ran 
through Deptford Common (near Brockley 
Cross) to Brockley Green (now Crofton 
Park).

In 1189, at the end of the reign of Henry 
II, the Manor of Brockley was created when 
it split from the Manor of Sayes Court and 
was granted to found a Premonstratensian 
Abbey on a site near the present St Peter's 
Church and the former Manor Farm (which 
was sited at the southern end of what is now 
Breakspear's Mews).

The Abbey here was shortlived, as monks 
moved to Bayham Abbey (near Tonbridge 
Wells) in 1207, but they retained ownership of 
the land at ‘Brokele’ until it was requisitioned 
by Henry VIII in 1527 from Cardinal Wolsey 
as a precursor to the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries from 1536 to 1541.

The Great North Wood
By this time Brockley Green (aka Forest 
Place) as an agricultural settlement was 
fringed by the Great North Wood which 
stretched from Deptford to Streatham and 
Selhurst.

It was mentioned in Assize records of 1272 
in the reign of Edward I and had become 
an area of ‘managed woodland landscape’ 
providing:
� timber (oak standards for ship building at  
 Deptford)
� charcoal and firewood (for London)
� oak bark for tannin/leather making 
 (Bermondsey)
� grazing on common lands for livestock 
 (with meat supplied to the Royal Naval 
 Victualling Yard in Deptford via Tanners' 
 Hill)

Brockley remained agricultural with farms, 
nurseries and market gardens serving London 
until the end of the 18th century/early 19th 
century. ‘Night soil’ continued to be imported 
from London during this period and fertilised 

the growth of Brockley's burgeoning and 
salubrious rhubarb industry!
Dispersal and Development
Industrial development arrived with the 
creation of the Croydon Canal in 1809 and 
its replacement on closure by the London 
and Croydon Railway in 1836, which opened 
up access to local brickfields and gravel pits 
and encouraged estate owners to develop 
landholdings as residential areas. Access was 
facilitated by the opening of New Cross and 
Naval School station by 1850.

In Brockley such estates were owned by the 
Wickham and Tyrwhitt-Drake families which 
ultimately became unified by inheritance and 
marriage, allowing a coordinated approach to 
development: Upper Brockley (the land south 
of Lewisham High Road, now Lewisham 
Way) was laid out by 1851 with wide streets 
and large Italianate villas backed by free 
access mews service lanes for use by servants 
as well as horses and carriages. 

It is believed that Edward VII, when Prince 
of Wales, used Wickham Mews for discreet 
visits to actress Lillie Langtry at No 42 
Wickham Road!
 
Current Position
The unique environment we appreciate 
today was due to the foresight and care that 
created, by the 1870s, layouts responding to 
the alignment of former country lanes (such 
as Brockley Lane), respecting field patterns, 
footpaths and streams.  Each mews retains 
its own special character. Residents relish 
the peace and tranquility they offer in the 
wholehearted belief  that they can continue to 
do so with untrammeled free access to a long 
established right of way. 

As threats are again looming via 
inappropriate planning and environmental 
changes it is timely to again celebrate the 
uniqueness of our inheritance and to rise to 
protect it.

Rachel Mooney, Chair of Friends of Hilly 
Fields, linked Deptford to Hilly Fields. 
In the 1880s Deptford was a classic case 
of urban poverty as a result of rapid 

industrialisation, with 
typical social problems 

in housing, health care 
and education.

A m o n g 
p h i l a n t h r o p i s t s 
working in the 
area were Octavia 
Hill and her sister 

Miranda (left), who 
set up the Kyrle Society, 

instrumental in saving 
many parks and open 

s p a c e s and arranging expeditions 
accessible to tenants’ financial means. 

Visiting a Deptford tenant, Octavia noticed 
a vase of freshly picked flowers and was told 
they had been picked on Hilly Fields. She 
visited the area the same day and after a long 
campaign Hilly Fields was saved in 1896 
from being built over. The existing brickfields 
were drained and levelled, railings, a drinking 
fountain and a bandstand were installed in 
what became a busy park. 

Octavia Hill sought to preserve something 
of the ‘distinctively English Landscape’ in 
the heart of towns and cities. But in the 20th 
century parks tended to become green deserts 
with close mown grass and very little of use 
to wildlife. In recent years Friends of Hilly 

Fields and Lewisham Council have created 
new habitats, rich pollen sources for bees and 
butterflies, a home for small mammals and 
two meadow areas. Fallen trees are left in 
situ, wildflowers and bulbs have been planted 
in the shade garden for children to enjoy. 

Octavia’s green routes to open space can 
be found in Brockley’s mews – important 
wildlife corridors linking back to wildflowers 
now found in Deptford too. Even the smallest 
areas of opportunist planting are important 
for the ecosystem. 

Geoff Taylor, Chair of Barriedale Allotments, 
explained that New Cross Gate Cutting 
nature reserve ‘survives only because of 
Telegraph Hill's geology: two layers of clay, 
each sitting on a gliding plane of broken sea 
shells, lubricated by the underground water 
courses fed by the spring near the top of the 
Hill’. Recent housing developments have all 
suffered subsidence despite underpinning, 
shoring and piling. 

‘Nature reserves are described by property 
developers as waste land. To residents they 
are fresh air and open space, keeping wildlife 
in our city: threatened botanical species and 
kestrels, woodpeckers, bats and lizards.’

Those managing the nature reserve and 
allotments monitor the situation, while 
engaging in the only safe use with light 
ground loading.

Kay Pallaris, of Mapping Futures, described 
Forgotten Ecological Networks and presented 
two case studies: 
1) The Forest Hill-New Cross Railway Cutting

The Buckthorne Cutting Nature Reserve 
(entrance on Eddystone Road) opened in 
February 2018 as the fourth nature reserve 
along the railway cutting, joining the New 
Cross Gate cutting which is managed by the 
London Wildlife Trust (see Geoff Taylor’s 
remarks, above), the Garthorne Road and 
Devonshire Road Nature Reserves.

A 2006 ecology survey stated: ‘Probably the 

finest selection of railside habitats in London, 
containing woodland, scrub, grassland and reed 
beds.’

Community-led survey in 2017: ‘The site 
surpasses the ecological requirements for 
Local Nature Reserve (LNR) status, in terms 
of both its habitat quality and the conservation 
statuses of recorded species ... The local 
community should be encouraged on the basis 
of the ecological evidence to pursue their 
efforts to secure LNR status for the site’.

While all four sites are known locally 
as ‘nature reserves’, none are Statutory 
designated, leaving them vulnerable, despite 
their policy protections. The Courtrai Road 
end of Buckthorne Cutting on is still under 
threat of development. The Fourth Reserve is 
a Conservation Trust set up to campaign for 
their statutory designation through Natural 
England, to preserve these sites for prosperity. 

Celebrating Brockley’s Mews and Greenways

continued on page four



continued from page three 

Get in Touch: fourthreserve.org.
uk / fourth.reserve@yahoo.com

2) Railway Children Urban National Park
‘One of the richest wildlife areas in Lewisham’ 
and a ‘relic piece of countryside’ with deciduous 
woodland, willow carr, wet meadow, chalk 
grassland.

The Grove Park Neighbourhood Plan re-
imagines these green spaces as the ‘Railway 
Children Urban National Park’ (above), a 
stretch of contiguous green spaces that run 

parallel to the railway 
cutting that inspired 

author Edith Nesbit 
(left) – a Baring Road 
resident between 
1894 and 1899, 
overlooking the 
railway cutting – to 
write her book, The 
Railway Children. (E 

Nesbit also lived at 28 
Elswick Road, SE13.)

Stephen Kenny of The 
B a r i n g Trust states: The 1949 National 
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 
acknowledged the need for access and 
conservation of areas of beautiful wilderness 
in our countryside ‘to be recognised, protected 
and promoted for the benefit of wildlife, 
people’s wellbeing, and to help local areas 
prosper’”. 
It is time to acknowledge that we also need 
‘urban’ national parks. But these plans face 
huge development threats in Grove Park:
2012 Developer cuts down 60 mature trees 
the day before a TPO (Tree Preservation 
Order) was confirmed. Stopped by police.
2013/2014 Application to cut down more 
trees dismissed at planning appeal
2017 Evicted the riding school and threatened 
to dispose of horses
Feb 2018 Applied to remove the blanket TPO
Nov 2018 Application to remove trees and 
demolish stables refused 
2019 Application submitted to remove trees 
(Despite TPO) and create a loop road for new 
houses
May 2019 Application submitted to remove 
trees (Despite TPO) and create a loop road.
The local community is campaigning to 
protect these green spaces. 

Visit The Baring Trust for more info: 
thebaringtrust.com/urban-national-park-
campaign/ 
Alastair Fulton of  Blackheath Ramblers, 
described how walking in the countryside, 
or rambling, became popular in the 19th 
century, offering a welcome relief  from the 
polluted environment and the stress of towns 
and cities. But access to the countryside 
became more of a challenge thanks to the 
Enclosure movement, as private landowners 

closed off  their land. The number of walking 
clubs and groups campaigning for walkers’ 
rights grew from the mid-19th century to the 
1930s. The campaign for the ‘Right to Roam’ 
started in 1931 when 400 walkers took part 
in an organised trespass on Kinder Scout 
moorland plateau in today’s Peak District. 
Violent clashes ensued. 
Then came the establishment of National 
Parks, National Trails (including the Thames 
Path which runs from the Thames Barrier 
in the east to the source of the Thames at 
Cricklade) and the Countryside and Rights 
of Way Act 2000. A network of over 140,000 
miles of public footpaths cover the country, 
many dating back to mediaeval links between 
villages and hamlets, reflecting the changing 
patterns of human interaction with the 
landscape. 
Locally, we have the Waterlink way, a green 
corridor for walkers and cyclists from the 
Thames at Deptford all the way to Sydenham 
and London’s green chain walks. The Capital 
Ring, links Beckenham Place Park to 
Wimbledon Common, Richmond Park, and 
beyond. The London Loop circles the outer 
edges of London.
In the West End, next to the Coliseum, 
Brydges Place, London’s narrowest alley at 
just 15 inches wide, has been kept open after 
a 13-year campaign by local residents and 
community associations. 
w w w. b l a c k h e a t h r a m b l e r s . o r g . u k /
programme.htm

Over 40 people attended the conference. Most 
joined the walk in clement weather, beginning 
in Luxmore Gardens, where Naomi Davis, of 
Friends of Luxmore Gardens, loveluxmore@
gmail.com, introduced the work that has 
been done to transform the park. 
We then proceeded down the footpath to 
Rokeby Road, Ashby Mews and Wickham 
Mews and others joined in on the way, 
including children, so our numbers grew.
Thanks to our community presenters who 
spoke of other green projects 
�	Brockley and Ladywell Cemeteries,  home 
 to 176 species of plants and 36 species of 
 trees www.foblc.org.uk
�	Breakspears Mews Community Garden 
 which is open to all and runs a seniors 
  gardening club
�	Beehives at St Peters Church

�	The Brockley Three Peaks Challenge: Hilly 
 Fields via Ladywell Fields to Blythe Hill 
 and One Tree Hill
�	Willow Tree Riding Club in Grove Park 
 where residents are campaigning to preserve 
 the remaining 12 acres of land bought by a 
 developer. (The horses have gone)
�	The Living Landscapes Initiative aims to 
 protect ancient habitats before urbanisation
�	The Environment Bill going through 
 Parliament provides an opportunity to 
 designate all railway land as one protected 
 ‘Pan-UK National Nature Reserve’ (NNR) 
 from coast to coast, rather than the 
 multiple site designations it is today. This 
 would support Network Rail’s existing 
 green transport corridor project. We can 
 lobby our MPs to ensure this happens.
�	The government has set itself  the challenge 
 of mapping all of the public rights of way  
 by 2026. https://www.gov.uk/government/ 
 news/new-plans-to-simplify-recording- 
 rights-of-way  

Ashby gates refusal
Retrospective planning permission for 
the pedestrian and vehicular gates at the 
northern entrance to Ashby Mews, SE4 
from Ashby Road has been refused by 
Lewisham’s planners on the grounds of:
1. Their design, height and siting relate 
poorly to the surrounding area. The loss 
of historic access and the privatisation of 
historic connections harms the character of 
the Brockley Conservation  Area. 
2. The gates form a gated development, 
which is harmful to the integration and 
cohesiveness of the local neighbourhood and 
its permeability for pedestrians and cyclists.
3. The siting of the gates fails to provide 
adequate space for vehicles of any size 
to stop and wait for them to open without  
obstructing traffic on Ashby Road; they 
prevent vehicles which access the mews 
from Geoffrey Road being able to 
leave the mews via the gates once these  
are locked, thereby requiring vehicles to  
reverse back on to Geoffrey Road.
The full details of the reasons for refusal 
can be seen online at planning.lewisham.
gov.uk and search for DC/19/110989 or 
Ashby Mews.

Street Trees for Living
Street Trees for Living 
continues to convert 
Lewisham tree enthusiasm 
into street tree planting. 

Last winter 210 trees were planted across the 
borough. Brockley ward has 50 of these new 
trees, including several species unusual in a 
street setting - Crape Myrtles in Florence 
Road, a Bastard Service Tree in Malpas Road, 
and Pride of India, Japanese Pagoda, and 
Persian Ironwood trees in Friendly Street.

The GLA have told us informally that 
Lewisham leads the way in Greater London 
with its response to community interest in 
planting street trees. Nevertheless, current 
demand puts huge pressure on resources for 
processing the requests and managing the 
planting. For planting in winter 2019/20, we 
are now past the deadline for requests. For the 
winter after that, 18 months away, would-be 

sponsors must ‘book’ as soon as possible to 
avoid disappointment at brockleystreettrees.
blogspot.com. and to provide a clear signal 
to our council that an increase in planting 
capacity should be considered seriously, and 
will be used.

Street Trees for Living has been working 
with several primary schools, e.g. John Stainer 
in Brockley, Holbeach in Rushey Green, 
and Gordonbrock in Ladywell through its 
local assembly. Parents, children and school 
management together inspire and fund 
multiple planting that has real impact and 
benefits the whole community. Street Trees 
for Living plans to support more of this and 
welcomes enquiries. 

Street Trees for Living relies on volunteer time 
and energy. Please get in touch through our 
website if you have some to spare.

http://brockleystreettrees.blogspot.com/

To join our occasional email circulation 
about Brockley Society and local events 
email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk 

Fourth Reserve Open Day Fundraiser to 
restore the reedbed: Sunday 7th July 2019 
11am-2pm, Buckthorne Road, SE4 2DL. 
fourthreserve.org.uk



Luxmore Gardens
If  you haven’t visited Luxmore 
Gardens recently, then you’re in 
for a treat. The local community, supported 
by Friends of Luxmore Gardens, have 

worked tirelessly over the past two years to 
transform this hidden gem from a neglected 
park with barren beds and a fair share of 
anti-social behaviour to a lush, welcoming 
and beautiful space. There are new benches, 

thousands of new plants, a drinking fountain 
and table tennis table, with an extended 
playground to come later this year, thanks 
to funding from the Mayor of London, 
Veolia, Our Space Award, Sport England, 
Brockley Assembly and Section 106 Planning 
Agreement monies. We welcome all to come 
and get involved and enjoy this green oasis 
sandwiched between Rokeby Rd and Malpas 
Road. Look out for our events this summer:

For more information: www.loveluxmore.
co.uk, email: loveluxmore@gmail.com. 
Twitter: @LoveLuxmore, www.facebook.
com/loveluxmore, www.instagram.com/
loveluxmore

Rokeby Road entrance

Luxmore Gardens is now  a lush, attractive 
park, much used by the local community 

Summer Garden Party – Saturday 20th 
July 1-4pm – live music, Zumba, free cake, 

table tennis coaching, art activities
Table Tennis Bat making workshop 

with Lewisham Arthouse 
13th July (For 11+ year olds)

Regular weeding sessions

�	Crofton Park Railway Garden 
has recently been created adjacent to 
Platform 1 where once there was fly-tipping. 
Entrance on Marnock Road, SE4 1EU. 
Official opening Saturday 1 June. Now 
open daily Mon-Sat, 9am-5pm: neglected 
land turned into a beautiful community 
garden.  croftonparkrailwaygarden.org.uk

Brockley Common community space
Brockley Common is the community-
managed green space between Brockley 
Station and Coulgate Street. The space 
comprises ornamental planting beds, a 
woodland area, a small meadow and a fruit & 
vegetable garden. Volunteer gardeners from 
the Brockley Cross Action Group (BXAG) 

and the Breakspears Mews Community 
Garden care for the Common on behalf  of 
the local community – but we are looking for 
more volunteers to get involved.

The Common was created from old derelict 
railway land over 10 years ago and was the 
result of a long and productive partnership 
between BXAG, the railway authorities, 
Lewisham Council, local Councillors and 
our MP at the time Joan Ruddock.

In 2010 BXAG members working with 
local volunteers prepared and planted the 
ornamental planting beds with funding from 
the Brockley Assembly. But in recent years 
the planting has become overgrown in places 
and infested with weeds such as bindweed and 
couch grass. So BXAG, in partnership with 
local gardening company Heleniums, embarked 
on a programme of selective clearance, soil 
improvement and a lot of weeding. 

The programme culminated in a fantastic 
weekend of community gardening over 
the May Day weekend, when over 30 local 
volunteers came to together over two days to 
carry out a major replanting of the beds! Our 
aim is to bring the beds back to their former 
glory, with more colour and lots of new plants 
to attract wildlife. We would like to thank 
everyone who got involved and helped out.

But a gardener’s work is never done. We 
have a summer of gardening ahead of us – 
more events will be planned. If  you would 
like to get involved and help keep Brockley 
beautiful then please get in touch and join 
our WhatsApp Group. Look out for posters 
around the Station.
Rupert King, BXAG
(rupertking@hotmail.com)
www.brockleycrossactiongroup.com

Midday in Midtown Brockley
One Saturday in early May I decided to walk 
around Midtown, a part of 
Brockley I occasionally pass by in the evening 

for a trip to the well-known chip shop, 
Brockley’s Rock. 

I started off  by a building on Brockley 
Road (opposite Adelaide Avenue) dated 
‘1840’, making this one of the oldest parts 
of Brockley. The perspective of Victorian 
buildings curving along Brockley Road 
with the spire of St Andrew’s Church in the 
background has barely changed in well over 
a century! 

My first stop was the coffee shop Bella 
Nova - a cozy, warm environment, busy with 
local people. On my way out, I observed the 
Co-op on the ground floor of the former St 
Cyprians Hall, a grand set-up for a grocery 
shop. I crossed the road and walked past a 
mix of interesting businesses, both new and 
established; the new branch of L’Oculto 
restaurant, Deja Brew coffee shop and the 
Starbuck Upholstery displaying William 
Morris designs. 

I then entered Lydia Florist. A chat with the 
florist, and also with Christopher Gjetnes, the 
chair of Midtown Brockley Action Group, 
(who happened to be in the shop) made clear 
the want for businesses in the area to come 

together to create the best possible Midtown for 
themselves and the wider Brockley community. 
The eight newly planted small-leaved lime 

trees (Tilia Cordata) 
nearby are an example 
of what can be 
achieved. Moreover, 
with the support of 
our local Ladywell 
Ward Councillors, 
Midtown now hosts a 
Christmas tree display 
during the December 
festive season.

My last stop was 
Sids’ plumbing where 
I picked up a couple 
of free bathroom 
catalogues. The 
impressive wall art 

on the side of the shop portraying musician 
Roy Ayers is something of a local landmark. 

Back over the road, opposite the church, I 
passed Blue Tit hairdresser, Rose and River 
beauty salon and Asik Dry Cleaners. 

As I left Midtown, I realised that this is an 
area with potential, and that it would be great 
to see more events being organized to help 
publicise this up and coming part of Brockley.
Have you any suggestions? 
Please contact Midtown Brockley Action 
Group at: c.r.gjetnes@gmail.com

Penelope Ogieriakhi

A century ago

Same scene in 2019. Note the trees n the right 
replacing shops bombed during WWII



PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Before you start making decisions on any changes to your property, 
we strongly advise you to look at the Council’s guidelines at:  www.
lewisham.gov.uk. Click through myservices / Planning/ Conservation 
and urban design / Conservation areas / Brockley. The Brockley 
Conservation Area Supplementary Planning Document describes 
what building modifications will be allowed. Under the Article 4 
direction external changes visible from public viewpoints require 

planning permission (doors, windows, roof, driveways, gates, walls, 
fences, painting the exterior).

You can view planning applications in the Planning section of the 
website, and then select ‘Search and comment …’ You must log in to make 
a comment supporting or objecting to an application.

To get involved in preserving the character of Brockley or for further 
guidance on planning issues, contact planning@brockleysociety.org.uk

Pending:
45a Upper Brockley Road, SE4 1SY Replacement 
double glazed timber framed windows and doors 
on the lower ground and ground floors.
31 Vulcan Terrace, SE4 1DA A two storey side 
extension, replacement timber front door and new 
wrought iron railings and gate.
Unit 1, Ashby Mews, SE4 1TB The re-covering 
of the roofs, replacement glazed panels to the 
rooflights, windows and doors on the front 
elevation, the provision of cycle and refuse storage 
(previous, similar application refused 03/05/19)
30 Vicars Hill London SE13 7JL A hipped roof 
extension to the flat roof, two dormers to the rear 
roof slope, three rooflights and a replacement 
uPVC window in the rear.
22 Montague Avenue, SE4 1YP Replacement 
sash windows (front), rear rooflight, replacement 
boundary treatments (front).
26c Geoffrey Road, SE4 1NT Conversion of existing 
flat roofs to roof terraces, including construction 
of a roof dormer, installation of French doors, 
an external staircase, raising brick parapets, and 
metal railings.
10 Tressillian Road  SE4 1YE A part one, part  
two storey extension to the rear and alterations to 
the side.
58 Wickham Road, SE4 1LS Replacement double 
glazed timber sash and casement windows and 
doors to all elevations, replacement roof tiles and 
repairs to walls.
41 Tressillian Road SE4 1YG A front entrance 
door and construction of steps to the side addition, 
a new entrance door in the side elevation, a roof 
light in the front roof slopes and landscaping, in 
connection with the conversion to four flats.
Lewisham College, Lewisham Way, SE4 
Telecommunications rooftop installation upgrade 
and associated works
19 St Margaret’s Road, London SE4 1YL 
Conversion of two flats into a single house and a 

single storey rear extension
Unit 8, Ashby Mews, SE4 1TB Conversion of a light 
industrial workshop (Class B1c) into a live-work 
unit, excavation to provide a lower ground floor, 
raising the roof, alterations to elevations including 
the installation of new windows and doors, a bike 
store and landscaping to the rear.
31 Breakspears Road, SE4 1XR Alterations to 
the openings including replacement windows and 
doors to the rear elevation and addition of a new 
external bridge and balcony to the rear.
114 Upper Brockley Road SE4 1SS Demolition of 
existing rear extension, construction of a part one, 
part two storey rear extension, landscaping.
63c Loampit Hill, SE13 Re-landscaping of the side 
garden area.
309 Brockley Road, SE4 2QZ Replacement 
shopfront,

Granted:
12A Montague Avenue, SE4 1YP Demolition of a 
single storey rear extension and construction of a 
new single storey rear extension, installation of a 
fence.
Flat 2, 42 Cranfield Road, SE4 1UG Replacement 
double glazed timber windows in the front.
7A Glensdale Road, SE4 1UE Replacement double 
glazed timber sash windows in the front of the 
ground floor.
74 Rokeby Road, SE4 1DF Roof extension to the 
main rear roofslope, replacement of roof tiles.
59 Tressillian Road, SE4 1YA Replacement double 
glazed timber sash windows to all elevations.
Flats 2 & 3, 59 Manor Avenue, SE4 1TD Replacement 
of single glazed, timber frame windows with double 
glazed, timber frame and uPVC frame windows
156A Tressillian Road, SE4 1XY New single storey 
rear extension following demolition of existing 
single storey rear conservatory.
Myatt Garden Primary School, SE4 1DF 
Replacement roof cladding material.

11 Wickham Gardens, SE4 1LY Demolition of 
existing single storey rear projection, removal of 
two trees in the rear garden construction of single 
storey rear extension and the installation of double 
glazed timber windows on the front elevation at 
ground floor level.
10 Manor Avenue, SE4 1PD Conversion of two flats 
into a single house, a replacement part single, part 
two storey extension and a bike shed.
19 Crescent Way SE4 1QL Replacement double 
glazed timber sash windows.
23 Cranfield Road, SE4 1TN Single storey rear 
extension, first floor side extension and enlarged 
replacement rear dormer. New windows, door  
and roof.
38 Adelaide Avenue, SE4 Demolition of coal  
shed and stairs at front. New brick staircase, 
boundary alterations.
21 Harefield Road SE4 1LW Single storey 
rear extension,  replacement timber windows, 
replacement front door and installation of two 
windows at ground and first floor level to the side

Trees:
3 Darling Road, SE4 1YQ Fell Sycamore tree and 
Ash tree, both in rear garden.
7 Chalsey Road, SE4 1YN Front: Cherry tree, 
reduce height. Rear: eucalyptus tree, reduce height.

Refusals:
Flat C, 97 Tyrwhitt Road, SE4 1QE Change of 
window design.
291 Brockley Road SE4 2SA Construction of a 
roof extension at second floor level to the rear of 
291 Brockley Road SE4, in connection with the 
alteration and conversion of the upper floors
Ashby Mews, SE4 1TB Retrospective planning 
permission for the erection of pedestrian and 
vehicular gates at the northern entrance from 
Ashby Road.

Pilates studio!
We need a third person for 

our studio session on
Thursdays at 10.30am

Contact instructor Hilary on 07970
290818 or the Sunflower Centre on
020 8694 2714 for spaces in other

pilates studio sessions

Sash Windows & Front Doors
Overhauled and Draughtproofed

Stairs Repaired

Malcolm Tierney
0777 565 7371

malcolmt@live.co.uk

Flixbus parking
Recently Brockley residents have woken 
to find a giant green Flixbus parked in 
their road. The French bus company was 
using Brockley residential roads to park 
overnight. 
Local residents polished up their French 
to persuade the drivers to park elsewhere, 
preferably the designated bus depot for this 
purpose in Canadian Avenue. When this 
failed, they raised the matter with local 
Councillors Stephen Penfold and Sophie 
McGeevor and sent photographs.

The buses duly moved from small 
residential roads to larger ones. After more 
complaints, the Council issued fines which 
Fllixbus seemed happy to pay. Infuriated 
residents asked for the buses to be clamped. 
Lewisham found out from other London 
boroughs that this was possible and now 
clamping will take place. 

A cautionary tale
A man with an expensive house butchered 
an oak tree that was blocking the view. The 
tree was subject to a preservation order and 
as he had not asked for permission he was 
taken to court and fined £1200. However, 
as the value of the house had increased by 
£21,000 it was deemed to be proceeds of a 
crime and with that plus legal costs the bill 
came to £40,000. 

In addition to preservation orders, if  you 
live in a conservation area then you must 
also get permission to fell or work on a tree. 

CERAMICS EXHIBITION
JULY 6TH-7TH
11.00AM - 5.00PM
FREE ADMISSION
Brockley Potters are a group of ceramic 
artists who share a studio at the 
Lewisham Adult Learning Centre on 
Brockley Rise. As part of the Sydenham 
Artists Trail, this is an exhibition of 
original handmade work from one-off 
sculptural pieces to functional thrown 
pottery.

Forest Hill School
Dacres Road, Forest Hill
SE23 2XN



Psychotherapy & 
Counselling 

on Dragonfly Place
Qualified and experienced 

therapists offering professional and 
confidential space to individuals 
and couples a few minutes walk 

from Brockley Station
Our therapy rooms are  

also available for hire to other 
therapists looking to grown  

their practice.

Julie Mills-Langdown      
julesml@yahoo.co.uk and      

Imogen Petit   
enquiries@imogenpetit.com

 Ukulele lesson for adults
Courses start throughout the year

Taught  by  J acque l i ne  Grant 

jackiemusicgrant@hotmail.com

Tel: 020 8694 1409

M. R. B.

Decorators

Good Quality Painter
also able to do DIY

Mark Ballard

m.r.ballard@sky.com

07861803726



Brockley Society PO Box 63473 London SE4 9AZ

Rosie Reilly

33 Years Experience

ADVERTISEMENTS
Small 3.6cm x 6cm £15

MSmall 3.6 x 6cm £20 (landscape)
Medium 7.5 x 6cm £40 (portrait)

Large 12.4 x 7.6cm £80 (landscape)
READERSHIP 8,000

To advertise, email chair@brockleysociety.org.uk
or phone Clare on 020 8692 3829

All ads must be prepaid
Cheques to Brockley Society,

76 Tyrwhitt Road SE4 1QB

TOWN AND COUNTRY ROOFING

92 Shell Road, 
Lewisham, SE13 7DF

Office No. 020 8691 9475

Mobile: 07956 266 276

Email: townandcountryroofing@
yahoo.co.uk

SE Décor
Painter and Decorator

30 years experience
References available

Call for a quote
Edward 

07866 249270


